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Lala Lajpat Rai’s 
Manuscript 


The Ambassador of India to the United States, Mr. M. C. Chagla, 
visited the New York Public Library on Wednesday, April 15, 1959 at 
11 a.m, to receive a manuscript for transmission to the National Archieves 
of India. Presented by Mr. Edward G. Freehafer, Director of the New York 
Public Library, the manuscript is the work of Lala Lajpat Rai, a key figure 
in the movement for Indian independence, and had been in this country for 
safekeeping since the Indian patriot’s visit here 1914-1917. 


Lala Lajpat Rai traveled extensively here—New York, Washington, 
Boston, Pittsburgh, Detriot, Minneapolis, Atlanta, New Orleans, San 
Francisco — speaking before many groups on the theme of “I am an Indian 
patriot and I wish freedom for my country.’’ On the completion of his 
manuscript, ‘Recollections of ..... work for an independendent India’’, 
recording his travels both here and in Japan, Lala Lajpat Rai wrote to his 
friend Mr. B. ¥’, Huebsch, now consulting Editor of the Viking Press, “I 
would like you to keep the enclosed envelope for me in your safe. It con- 
tains a very important manuscript. I will ask for it when I require it’’. 
This was June 6, 1919. 


A quarter of a century later, after Lala Lajpat Rai’s death in a 1928 
patriotic demonstration, the manuscript having remained unclaimed, 
Mr. Huebsch asked the Library to serve as custodian, believing that it 
“should be held by an institution rather than a private person.” He sug- 
gested that the Library might at some future time “present it to an Indian 
archive of its choice when India becomes free. 


“At a later day,”” Mr. Huebsch wrote the Director of the Library, 
“when the history of India’s efforts, first for Home Rule and then indepen- 
dence, comes to be written, this memorandum will prove grateful material 
to the historian”’. 


The presentation took place asa part of the New York Public 
Library’s celebration of National Library Week, April 12—18, 1959, 


—Courtesy of The New York Public Library 
Anna L. Glantz, Chief, Public Relations Office. 
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Documentation research in 
University Libraries in India 


by Anand Prakash Srivastava, M.A., Dip, Lib. Sc., 


Department of Library Science, 
Delhi University, Deihi, 


(Traces the history of University Libraries in India — Describes the 
objects of a University and role of University libraries in meeting these objects 
— Explains the modern duties of University Library Staff — Discusses the 
factors of University Library Organization and emphasises the role of the staff 
— Advocates the rendering of Documentation Research Services in University 
Libraries ) 


1 SHORT HISTORY OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES IN INDIA 
11 Upto 1918 


In the history of our universities for several decades there were no 
libraries. The main function of our universities had been examining and 
giving degrees. There was little research done. There was no direct teaching 
at all. Colleges themselves had more of coaching work than teaching. In 
these conditions, Books other than Text books had no place or utility. 
Before the first world war it was only the cream of our youngmen that took 
a University course. For as the saying goes ‘intellectuals will sprout even 
in a dunghill’, they could get on successfully with their studies inspite of 
the absence of library facilities and even inspite of teaching being done in 
mass-methods of lecturing, without individual attention, in a purely trans- 
missive but not at all creative way and in absence of tutorials and seminars, 
One result of this is the pitiable lack of reasearch and creative out put by 
the early generations of our brilliant young graduates. These brilliant men 
were absorbed in Administrative services. 


12 1919 to 1946 


When education was transferred to the care of our elected ministers 
under the Act of 1919, many of the University Acts wete amended, As a 
result some direct teaching was taken up by many. This was the dawn of the 
spirit of research work in Indian universities. It made the universities some- 
what library —conscious. But university libraries functioned more as ritual 
appendages than as active workshops. This was demonstrated by the poor 
library finances, by the unhelpful library habitation, and above ‘all by the 
absence of a competent library profession, which would have made the books 
etc. active forces in stimulating the teacher and taught into a creative mood. 
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Between the two world wars the youngmen slightly lower in intellectual 
strata of society also fed the universities. But there was not much change 
either in the method of teaching or in the wish to do research or in the pro- 
vision of the university library service. 


It is the brilliant graduates brought up in such adverse university 
conditions that are in the top rank of administrative position and power. 
Trey have seen in their graduation days only some clerks looking after a 
seldom and unwanted collection of, virtually called alibrary. The result of 
the absence of adequate, aggressive and organised library services in their 
under-graduation period is that quite a good number of these brilliant gra- 
duates, now in position and power, could not think of the important role of 
a library staff particularly in universities. 


13. After 1947 


It is only after the full tide of our Renaissance came on us along- 
with our independence that our universities have begun to realize that 
library should be the heart of a university from which all the teaching and 
research activities should radiate and get irradiated. 


Recommendations of Radhakrishnan University Education Com- 
mission (1948-49) for University library staff. (Vol. 1. page 112) 


Staff:— The library should have adequate and well qualified stafl. 
Each library requires several grades of employees. At the top will be a man 
of the calibre of a university professor who has specialised in some aspect of 
Library Science, after having done a full degree course and who has capaci- 
ties for organization and management. In the next grade will be his deputies, 
who will look after different sectional activities of libraay like Cataloguing, 
reference work, reading room management etc. Then finally there must be 
numerous assistants helping in all activities from accessioning to the issuing 
of books’’. 

The recommendations of Radhakrishnan Report for university lib- 
raries were based on the need of modern library services in universities for 
the promotion of Research and creatlve learning,which are not possible unless 
talented persons take up this profession. In order to attract talented persons 
to this profession the commission recommended the grades of Professor, 
Reader and Lecturer for the library staff. 


14 Financial help from U.G.C. 


Apart from various activities, U.G.C. had always been liberal in 
financing university libraries, providing for suitable library building and 
reading materials. To effect aggressive library services in universities, 
U.G.C, has constituted a committee of librarians. 
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15 From Administrative to Academic status 


It is now the practice in most universities to treat the university 
librarian as Head of the Department and make him an ex-officio member 
of all such university bodies which have Heads of Departments and Profes- 
sor as ex-officio members. This is usually provided in the Act itself. It 
is necessary that all the universities declare their librarians, ex-officio 
members for the university bodies. 


2 MODERN FUNCTIONS OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 


It is due to change in functions of the library that the professors 
grade has been advocated for the university librarians. The changed 
concepts of university library services are associated with the concept of a 
modern university. 


21 Objects of a University 
A modern university is concerned with the following : 


(1) Conservation of knowledge and ideas; 
(2) Teaching; 
(3) Research; 
(4) Publication; 
(5) Extension and Service; and 
(6) Interpretation. 
22 Library’s role in meeting these objects 


A well administered university library should direct its business 
towards the fulfillment of these functions. By accumulating and organising 
books, manuscripts, journals and other materials the university library should 
serve as a valuable aid in the conservation of knowledge and idea and as an 
active force in teaching, research and extension programmes of the 
university. 


Through direct assistance to the members of departments and 
research staff and through the services of the members of the library staff 
as instructional officers, the univefsity library should participate in the 
interpretative function of the university. Through the bibliographical, 
documentation and other reference services the library should help the 
members of instructional and research staff who are engaged in the prepara- 
tion of materials for publication. 


3 MODERN DUTIES OF LIBRARY STAFF 


Duties of a university library staff are academic and professional. 
They should prepare the students for the week to week work in class rcoms, 
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and laboratories. They should select and organise the reading materials 
and establish contact between them and the students in such a way that 
students have sufficient preparatory study before they take lectures. They 
have also to keep continously in touch with the subject- coverage being made 
by the various professors all through the year, and help the students with 
materials for follow-up-study. They should save the time of research- 
workers in literature search, by providing pin-pointed and exhaustive docu- 
mentation service on micro thoughts being investigated by different profes- 
sors and research fellows. They should be ina position to prepare a 
bibliography on any subject in a short pericd. 


The failure to provide for these functions of a university library 
had been responsible all these years for the poor return the community is 
getting on the money spent on the purchase of reading materials and on the 
maintenance of teaching staff. 


4 FACTORS OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ORGANIZATION 


Any organization will have the following four factors : 

(1) Authority and Finance to meet an object. 

(2) Materials — Service tools. 

(3) Staff— (Human factor) to coordinate. 

(4) Clientele — People to be served. 

In case of a university library the authority is the, university which 
finances the library to meet the objects of promotion of Jearning and research. 
The materials are the books, periodicals and other documents, furniture and 
equipments etc. Staff includes the persons from the status of the librarian 
to the peon. The clientele consists of tie readers including teachers, research 
workers and students. 

The most important factor in the success of an organization is its 
human factor, the staff. It is on the efficiency of staff that the objects can 
be achieved or missed. Therefore, it is high time for the universities all 
over India to evaluate their library personnels. They should also find out 
ways and means to improve the state of affairs by following Radhakrishnan 
report on the status of university library staff. 


5 DOCUMENTATION RESEARCH IN UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
51 Work in University 


Documentation Research is a service which is being rendered by 
some universities all over the world. This service means to investigate and 
provide all the relevant literature on a particular thought, mainly micro, to 
a research worker. It is not possible for a fresh research worker to gather 
the materials required by him from the ocean of knowledge. On the other 
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hand it is possible for a specialised librarian to find out materials for his 
Clientele. The professional techniques which he employes for Documenta- 
tion work are : 

(1) Depth Classification; 

(2) Abstracting; and 

(3) Cataloguing. 

Documentation work requires capacity to assess the thought con- 
tents of reading and kindred materials, to make entries ot them with 
maximum lucidity effect, to arrange the entries in helpful order, to provide 
the necessary added entries to make the main entries easily reached by 
readers who seek to form different angles or starting points and for this 
purpose to classify the entries according to a powerful, analytic-synthetic 
and upto-date scheme of classification. 


52 Cooperation in India 


It shall not always be possible to meet all the needs of research 
workers from one university library,nor it is poss‘ble for a library to procure 
all that has published. Even if it is done, it shall be uneconomic and die out 
like Farmington plan. Therefore, it is desirable to have the system of 
library cooperation. It shall also be necessary to have a National Docu- 
mentation Centre. India is fortunate to have such a centre at Delhi, 
viz, INSDOC. University libraries should take advantage of the services 
rendered by this centre. 

There are world wide organizations for abstracting periodical lite- 
rature of learned articles, with the help of which it can be known as how 
many articles have appeared ona particu'ar subject ina specific period, 
with reference to name of journals etc. 


53 International cooperation 


In rendering Documentation research the librarians will have to 
look for International cooperation from the Universities in foreign countries, 
Documentation centres abroad and international organizations like Federa- 
tion of International Documentation. 


54 Advantages to the Research workers 


Rendering of Documentation research-work in university libraries 
will meet 50 precent problems of the research workers. They will have 
proper understanding of their problems while being in possession of all the 
literature and will gain speed in completing their assignments. 


It is expected that a new chapter will be opened by the U.G.C, 
and universities in India by starting Documentation Research Services in the 
University libraries. 
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Utility of Microfilms for 
The University Library 


by P. S, Adhikari, 
University Library, Allahabad 


Microfilming occupies a very significant place in the libraries of 
today. Science is advancing so rapidly that humanity does not know where 
it will lead. It can bring in its train creative as well as destructive forces. 
Man is never satisfied with whatsoever achievements he brings to his credit 
and always eager to gain higher success in every walk of life. Here too in 
the field of microfilming many new ideas are cropping in and old technique 
is disappearing. Micro-filming today has done a lot of good to the librarians 
and has solved many a problem of politicians, teachers and of those who are 
busy in academic pursuits. 


Things are not everlasting. A time comes when everything gives 
way. So is true in case of paper. After a certain period the paper which 
is used for the production of books and journals becomes brittle, turns 
yellowish and unserviceable for use. At such atime when this rare type of 
literature becomes unuseable to its readers the librarians get the documen- 
tary reproduction of this type of literature in the form of 35 mm micro-film 
negatives. Research is the topic of the day, not stopping at a point but 
going on. Before the invention of this documentary reproduction the 
method adopted was that of photo copying, which was rather very expensive 
and was beyond the means of the libraries. But today the microfilming 
machines are so perfect, accurate and speedy that it hardly takes an hour to 
get a voluminous book micro-filmed within an hour orso. To secure a 
cheaper and efficient process of reproduction of documents in actual facsi- 
mile by photographic means on films with the possibility of their multiplica- 
tion known as textual photography in which the cost per page worked out 
at a reasonably low rate. In the United States of America, this new 
technique of documentary reproduction is gaining a good ground for itself, 
Several big libraries and other political and public institutions have taken it 
up and providing a magnificent service to those who are working in the field 
of research. 


__ Micro-filming is achieving a degree of recognition in the University 
libraries due to the increase of research scholars in the fields of humanities 
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and sciences. It is becoming a subject of ever increasing contributions to 
the literature of librarianship and bibliography. Its usefulness has been 
recognised by the university librarians today. One obvious use to all orga- 
nization with irreplaceable records was the photographic recording of these 
and the safe storage of either the originals or the film copies as a measure 
designed to give a reasonable chance of survival against wear and tear. 


Today micro-filming is considered as an agent for the dissemination 
of knowledge. There are hardly few research libraries today which can- 
not make copies of rare documents for the use of its readers and scholars 
in other institutions not possessing the originals. The first and primary 
necessity is the projector. which enlarges the image on the film to normal, 
or larger dimensions for reading on an illuminated ground — glass screen, 
Although it is not within the means ofall the libraries to get this plant 
installed in their libraries but all the libraries of reasonable size to possess 
viewer. Otherwise copies of rare documents cannot be made available to 
their readers, except by photostats, which is rather a costly affair. The 
university librarians should convince the university authorities about the 
practical utility of micro-films today in the library world. As there is inter- 
university book loan cooperation so there should be All India inter-univer- 
sity micro-film cooperation so that those who are in the fields of research 
can be given all facilities to make available to them the micro-film copies of 
rare books & manuscripts. Today it is just, a question of time when we 
will see the university libraries making the extensive use of the micro-films. 


Librarians today are confronted with the problem of space in the 
libraries. This problem has been solved by micro-films in the foriegn 
countries especially in the United States of America and as such is consi- 
dered to be a most important factor, but this is not altogether true when 
it is considered that the originals, even if not used, have to be kept safely 
somewhere in the library, perhaps more economically than in their location 
previous to micro-filming — but thay are to be preserved. In spite of the 
space problem due consideration is given to the following facts. Books 
which have much value, which although not consulted much might be 
needed for future consultation. It is one of the most important problems 
of the librarians. Upto 100 pagas could be reproduced on one small micro- 
film card the size of the standard library catalogue card. These cards reduce 
the cost of acquisition, binding, cataloguing and storage by 80% to 100%, 


Another advantage of microfilms is that of the restoration of the 
old dilapidated cupies of valuable literature by making a duplicate edition in 
micro-film without losing the value of its publicity that it can ensure as an 
auxiliary to printing that the usefulness of micro-film comes in. Scientific 
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research carrizd on in any subject deserves the widest possible dissemination 
to those best able to benefit of it. Learned Institutions and Societies 
publish a good portion of the research work carried on by researchers in 
their subject fields. The existence of micro-film as such has come as a boon 
to this group who are engaged in the field of research. The author of the 
work prepares a full account of his work carried on in his field of study and 
sends it to a depository for getting the work micro-filmed. When the work 
is micro-filmed and ready fer distribution to those who are interested in it. 
At the same time the author wants his work to be published in many leading 
journals along with a short note about its scope and publications to interested 
persons, together with the name of the depository. Thus the university 
librarian can put such valuable material at the disposal of those who are 
in search of it—micro-filmed copies can be made available to them. 

It is a good thing to bring it to the notice of the reading community 
in particular and the public in general that the universities have in their 
minds the dream of constructing an ideal library of modern design. The 
university authorities are busy with the new library building plan in consul- 
tation with the architect. It is hoped that the students will enjoy the 
privileges of the library and they will have facilities for reading, borrowing 
etc, 

The other unique feature of the new library building is that it 
provides a provision for setting up the micro-film plant. The univers‘ty 
library is already in possession of the microfilm machine. It is only due 
to the lack of suitable place that the university librarian has not got st 
installed so far. It will not be out of place to put few suggestions in this 
connection. 

As far as durability of the microfilm copies is concerned research is 
still going on in this field. Once right kind of base is found out the storage 
of microfilms becomes a matter of concern to those who have to maintain 
big files of micco-filmed negatives, in view of their susceptibility to extremes 
of heat and moisture. Therefore, while in making provision for micro- 
filming it must be kept in mind that the micro-film room should be air 
conditioned and having a humidity of 40 % to 50 % to save the negatives 
from extreme heat and cold. The room is supposed to be dust proof so that 
the micro-film plant and the negatives micro-filmed out of the originals are 


not made victims of dust. There must be provision for washing tanks-fresh 
running water, electric timer, safe lights and provision for 110 volts current. 


For handling the sensitive photographic materials there is need for 
the provision of a dark-room. But this should be kept in mind that any 
inconvenient corner should not be chosen for this purpose. Not only there 
should be sufficient space to carry on the micro-filming work comfortably, 
but due consideration be given for good ventilation. Photographic materials 
are just as sensitive to bad conditions, poor ventilation, damp, etc., as the 
human organism, 
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The walls of the darkroom should be light coloured walls which 
allow a reasonable light in the room. The most recommended colour of the 
walls is a light grey or even a pure light yellow. In busy darkroom the 
floor calls for special consideration. It should be potected against moisture 
and chemical action. The best material is asphalt, or one of the special 
chemical resistant concrete coatings. 


Proper handling of material in the darkroom depends upon safe 
and proper darkroom lighting. Good practical darkroom lighting involves 
the right type of safe light filter and the correct light power of the bulb or 
lamp to be used. But the choice for safe light depends upon the nature of 
the sensitive material used. The ceiling of the dark-room would not be 
very high and should have a light and smooth surface. 


Every darkroom should be well ventilated, but the means used to 
that end will naturally depend upon its size and the volume of work done in 
it. In the case of a busy darkroom where there is much movement of per- 
sonnel, the entrance should be some form of light trap. For this there must 
be a heavy light curtain. 


The greater part of the work is done in the darkroom in handling 
the chemical solutions, as such an ordinary bench will not serve the purpose, 
and in planning a darkroom, provision shoold be made for tanks or sinks 
to accommodate the various baths. An extra precaution be taken against wet 
floors, the under part of the tanks can be provided with a separate draining 
board. 

Micro-films should be properly processed — that is thoroughly 
fixed in a fresh hypo fixing bath, and washed thoroughly to remove the 
soluble silver compounds ard hypo which are likely to cause staining in the 
course of time. 

The reactions which produce such reactions stains are accelerated 
at high humidity, which, therefore, should be avoided. The maximum 
humidity for the storage of photographic records is 50%. It should also 
be kept in mind that high relative humidities are more dangerous than low 
relative humidities in the storage of microfilms. 


Air conditioned. space is always recommended for the storage of 
these films conditioned at 40%, to 50% relative humidity and betwean 60% 
to 80% Fahrenheit preferably 70°F, depending on the dew point of the out 
side room air. The films should be stored in cans with loose-fitting or 
crimped lids inside metal cabinets containing openings. 


As the Vice-Chancellor said to the staff Reporter of the North India 
Patrika that priority is being given to the construction of the University 
Library building and that most likely the work will start sometime in July, 
Tearnestly appeal the planners of Univeasity Library building to take the 
help of an architect. The University is going to build something very big 
—the temple of learning and feeding store-house of intellectual brains. As 
such I am of the opinion that the advice of an expert in library building 
construction is absolutely necessary and at the same time the University 
authorities would send a team of experts from the Engineering Department 
of the University, the librarian and one man from the University Library 
to see the newly constructed libraries of Delhi University and Aligarh 
Muslim University. Then with their suggestions and modifications shouid 
start the construction of the library building. A thing done in hurry is a 
sad experience in the coming years. 
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Art of Book Selection 
by K, C, Gupta, B.A., D.L.Sc , (Banaras) 
Librarian, Information Centre, 
Govt. of India, Jullundur City 


The best definition of the purpose of book selection is still found 
in the familiar phrase, “To supply the right book to the right reader at the 
right time’’. 


One of the most important pieces of work of the Public library— 
the selection of books — is often given little thought and in many libraries 
is relegated to the odds and ends of time left over from the day’s routine or 
crowded into the last day or two before a bcok order isto be made. The 
librarian can be truly called successful in bcok selection who knows, at a 
given time, what he can afford to buy on a subject, how to select the best 
for his community, whether the demand justifies the necessary expenditure, 
and when the need has passed. 


With the enormous and constantly increasing output of books, the 
problem of selection becomes more difficult each year. Add to tliat the 
growing tendencey among authors toward specialization, the every-widening 
range of types of books-from mere compilation to special please—the-large- 
number books on questions of the hour, the increased practice of revising 
and enlarging magazine literature for book pubiication, and the concessicn 
must be made that the librarian who selects for the average public library— 
often out of reach of the books themselves—can hardly have too many aids, 
provided they are reliable and he knows how to use them with discrimination. 


Principles of Selection :— A library should be built up according 
to a definite plan, to approach a certain ideal. Each book, of course, cannot 
be added solely to fit into that plan or ideal, and the growth of, or changes 
in the community may wisely lead to a modification of it, but it should 
constantly be a controlling force, in selection and should decide the question 
of purchase in cases of doubt. 

The book.—As most public libraries are, however, striving to 


accomplish much the same purpose, there are certain principles of selection 
which are applicable to all of them. 


1, Select books that will tend towards the development and enrich- 
ment of life. Test the book by asking what its effect will be on the life of 
the community. Mrs. Fairchild says, “The function of the library is the 
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development and enrichment of human life in the entire community by 
bringing to all the people the books that belong to them’’. Dana says, “To 
the masses of people — hard worked and living humdrum lives — the novel 
comes as an open door to an ideal life. The highest and the best influence 
of the library may be summed up in the single word ‘Culture’—it gives tone 
and character to their intellectwal life’. 


2. Let the basis of selection be positive not negative. If the best 
you can say for a book is that it will do no harm, question your need for it. 
Every book should be of actual service to somebody, in inspiration, informa- 
tion or recreation. 

3. So far as good books are obtainable and funds permit represent 
in your selection every race, profession, trade, religious or political doctrine, 
interest and local custom found in the community. Keep in mind that the 
library is primarily an educational agent, and do not admit books containing 
harmful doctrines or teachings. 

4. Select some books of permanent value regardless of whether 
or not they will be much used. The great classics and the more popular 
“standards” should be in every library. They give it dignity and worth, 
and gain for it the respect of the educated portion of the community. Great 
discrimination is needed in selecting among recent publications those that 
are of no immediate interest to the community as a whole; but are the best 
presentations of important subjects. 


5. Select some books to meet the needs of only a few persons if 
by so doing society at large will be benefitted. ‘The library benefits not 
only those who use it, but all who come into relation with those who use it’. 


6. Of certain books get only those that are truly representative 
and likely to be used by the general reader and treat all sects alike. The 
same rule applies in general to text-books, law books, medical books devoted 
strictly to any profession, 


7. Do not reject a book on the cpinion of a few narrow minded 
people wko think it harmful or even bad. The book which provokes 
thought, arouses opposition or springs of action is to be welcomed, provided 
it does not seek to destroy the principles on which our civilization is based. 


8. Do not sacrifice the interests of the student to those of the 
home reader. The library should care for the person who uses reference 
books either for study or for unrelated information as carefully as for the 
one who reads only at home, 


9. Do not strive for completeness. Select the best books on a 
subject, the best by an author. Do not get all of a series unless their merit 
or your need warrants it. 
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10. Study your community and compare its needs with its 
demands. Welcome its recommendations, but use your judgement in follow- 
ing them. Bea leader, a guide, rather than a follower. 


Besides these principles there are some specific questions which will 
aid in deciding the value of a single book in a library. They are only sug- 
gestive and make no pretence to completeness. 


TESTS FOR BOOKS OF INFORM TION 


Subject Matter :— Is it a survey of a whole subject, or a part of it ? Does 
it present theory or practice ? Is it a history of the subject or a discussion 
of modern conditions ? Is it a statement of facts or an arrangement? Is it 
the pronouncement of a man of authority, or a compilation of data from 
many sources ? Does it relate to foreign conditions or does it cover both ? 
Is it brief, exhaustive, or neither? If selective, is it well balanced and repre- 
sentative? These and other equally pertinent questions which arise as to 
the text should be considered solely with respect to the actual needs of the 
library for which the selection is being made. Unless care is excercised it 
is very easy to get books which treat only of the theory or history of a sub- 
ject, when the demand is largely for books ielating to practice or current 
conditions. 

Authority :— What are the authors qualifications? What has been his 
education and experience? Has he used source material? Does he under- 
stand thoroughly the period, facts or theories with which he deals? Has he 
any bias? 

Treatment :—Is the treatment concrete or abstract? Is it technical, semi- 
technical, scholarly or popular? Is it a technical, subject treated in such a 
popular manner as to be worthless? Is it a designed for advanced or begin- 
ning students or the general reader? 


Date :— Is it an old book? If so, does its date gives its value or make it 
worthless? Is it valuable as the latest word on the subject? Or is the subject 
it treats so new that anv book would be too slight to have its value? 


General make up :— All books of information should have a table of 
contents and an adequate index. There has been great improvement in 
these aids to the quick and exact use of a book, and very few publishers 
send out important books without them. There is still considerable room 
for reform in the quality of the index. Where the nature of the book makes 


it valuable, a bibliography, or, better, a carefully selected list of recommen- 
ded books, should be included. 


There should be illustrations if the nature of the book gives them 
value. They should be pertinent to the text, well re-produced and with defi- 


12 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 





= a ee 





a 


ART OF BOOK SELECTION 


nite adequate legends. But no illustrations at all are preferable to those 
that are false or misleading. 


In some books of travel and description, and in many technical and 
scientific works, illustrations are often as valuable as, or even more valuable 
than the text, and their omission is sufficient to condemn the book. Histor- 
ies, accounts of exploration and routes of travel in less known parts of the 
world demand maps. In others charts are more illuminating than many 
pages of text to show advance, development, comparison, etc. 


Physical make up :—. The typography is the most iraportant feature of 
the physical makeup of a book, The rule among librarians, awake to the 
evils of badly printed books, used to be to buy no book that was printed in 
very small type or that was not leaded (space between the lines.) The rule 
regarding type no longer holds good, since there are now excellent, clear-cut 
makes of the smaller types which when properly leaded and spaced make an 
attractive, readable page. ‘Ihe quality, tone and finish of the paper also 
affect very largely the clearness of the page. A cream-tinted, dull finished 
paper of sufficient thickness to permit no penetration of the printing on the 
other side offers the best combination. 


The quality of the binding processes which are beyond this brief 
survey is important, since the life of the book depends largely on these 
processes. 


Some of the printing aids given below can be helpful and usefnl in 
selection of books for a public library. 


Current Catalogues of the Publishers 


Oxford University Press, Bombay; Macmillan & Co., Ltd, Bombay; 
Orient Longmans Private Ltd., Calcutta; Asia Publishing House, 
Bombay; Allied Publishers, Private Ltd., New Delhi; Kitab Mahal, 
Allahbad; Kitabishtan, Allahabad; Atma Ram & Sons, Delhi; Popular 
Book Depot, Bombay; OD. B. Taraporeval Sons & Co. (Private), Ltd., 
Bombay; The Publications Division, Delhi; Thacker, Spink & Co,,(1933) 
Private Ltd., Calcutta; Rama Krishna Vedanta Math, Calcutta; 
Navjiwan, Ahmedabad, : 


Some of the Book Reviewing Periodicals & Newspapers 
Indian 
Modern Review, Calcutta; India Quarterly, New Delhi; Educa- 
tion Quarterly, New Delhi; Eastern Economist, New Delhi; Current 


Science, Bangalore; Illustrated Weekly of India, Bombay; Indian 
Economic Review, Delhi; Indian Engineering, Calcutta; Indian Histo- 
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rical Quarterly, Calcutta; Indian Journal of Economics, Allahabad; 
Indian Librarian, Jullundur; Science & Culture, Calcutta; Statesman, 
Calcutta; Times of India, New Delhi; Hindustan Times, New Delhi; 


Hindu, Madras. 


English 

British Book News; New Statesman; Economist; Nature; 
Times Educational Supplement; Times Literary Supplement; Political 
Science Quarterly; Economic Journal; The Listener; The Times Review 
of Industry; Technology; Geographical Magazine;Mcnchester Guardian 
and Sunday Times, 


American 
Book Review Digest, New York; A,L.A. Booklist and Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, Chicago. BOWK R’S Advance Reference - Source 


Reporting Service, New York 


American Publiskers 


Pooks in Print (Yearly Publication), R. R. Bowker; Macmillan & Co., 
New York; Philosophical Library Inc., New York; Abingdon Press, 
Nashville; F, W. Dodge Corporation, New York; H.W. Wilson Co., 
New York. 


BOLD A tre rs hts lm feds lle Pale trv a ts oe tts brates llr nts tvs tvs tvs tvs rls tls i re 
RAPA EASA A CR REA CRCR BR ORR FRR ARORA BR CRA BRA CRRA RAR OA PA 


INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 


A Descriptive Bibliography of India’s Struggle for Freedom by 
Jagdish Saran Sharma; Foreword by U.N. Dhebar, President, Indian 
National Congress. Delhi: S. Chand & Co., 1959, 816p. Rs. 40/-. 


This impressive bibliography covers a period of 73 years, from 
December 1885 to December. 1958. The list includes some thousands of 
works in English and in other Indian languages (books, articles, memoranda, 
periodicals and unpublished theses etc.) for the specified years. Presidential 
Addresses, Annual Reports and Resolutions are skillfully summarised. 
Dr. Sharma has certainly been able to achieve his high objective namely, 
“to furnish an authoritative and reliable Ready Reference source book com- 
piled according to the latest bibliographical techniques, which can answer 
questions regarding the social, cultural, political, educational and economic 
aspects not only of the Indian National Congress as a political party but also 
of the entire National Movement of India’’. 


, The contents list is an adequate guide to the periods and divisions 

of literature dealt with, while a full index of authors and titles completes a 

reference book entirely worthy of its parents. It is invaluable to journalists, 
politicians, students and teachers — indispensable to librarians. 

BRR DRAWN BDDN BNW NWWE VRWAAARS 
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History of Indian Lexicography 


by P.N, Venkatachari, 
Assistant Editor, 

Indian National Bibliography, 
National Library, Calcutta 


(A) SOUTH INDIAN LANGUAGES 


“He that undertakes to compile a dictionary 
undertakes that, which if he comprehends 
the full extent of his design, he knows 
himself unable to perform; yet his labours, 
though deficient, may be useful and with 
the hope of this inferior praise, he must 
incite his activity and solace his weariness’’. 
Dr. Samuel Johnson, the English lexico- 
grapher. 





It is a matter of common knowledge that the basic reference tool 
for the study of a language is its dictionary. Dictionary endeavours to map 
out the evergrowing territory of language in which efforts it achieves only 
partial success as the evergrowing knowledge brings into currency new words 
continuously. So the dictionary compilation has been a continuous work. 
Dictionary in the present alphabetical order came into vogue only in the 
16th century in Europe. Indian language dictionaries (mostly bilingual) have 
been printed since |8th century, following the European model. In fact it 
is wrong to assume that there has never been a lively interest in lexicogra- 
phical effort in India before its contact with Europeans. The literary men 
and outstanding scholars in India had in fact kept alive the study of deriva- 
tives and meanings of difficult words of their own languages- Nevertheless 
the dictionary of the modern type owes its origin mostly to those European 
pioneers. 


The present attempt here is to highlight the important landmarks 
in the field of lexicographv in South Indian languages. 


Telugu 


One of the earliest printed dictionary was ‘Dadhumula’ (1812) 
(Telugu roots) compiled by one Pattabhirama Sastri, Head Sanskrit and 
Telugu master of the College of Fort, St. George. A senior merchant (name 
not disclosed) of the Madras establishment, a resident for many years in 
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Northern Sircars, brought out a dictionary in 1818. It appears that the 
preparation of the book was virtually ended by 1808 as is evident from the 
explanation offered for the word ‘Kaliyugam’. (Here, the Christian era, 
1808, as the year corresponding to Kaliyuga year is given). This can safely 
be taken as the first comprehensive Telugu dictionary. The title reads thus, 
‘A vocabulary of Gentoo and English composed of words in current use and 
illustrated by examples applicable to the familiar speech and writing of the 
middle order and more elevated ranks of the modern Gentoo people’. 
Mention may be made here about a dictionary compiled by the Fort, St. 
George College Board with the assistance of the Telugu master M. K. 
Gurumurti Sastri in 1835. In 1848 the same St. George College authorities 
brought out a dictionary, compiled by Campbell, the author of a Telugu 
grammar. In this work of 644 pages (2 vols.) contains a vast nun.ber of 
terms chiefly of Sanskrit derivation. Words taken from Arabic are given 
within bracket in Arabic. The selection of words with English translation 
are noted for the familiar and approved use of them in the conversation and 
diction of the people. Collateral words are given after a primary word. 


By far the best work of the 19th century in this field is that of 
Charles Philip Brown of the Madras Civil Serv'ce. He is still remembered 
in Andhradesh with gratitude for his services to Telugu language. His 
dictionaries — English-Telugu dictionary, Telugu-English dictionary — are 
the most comprehensive work of that period (1852) formed the basis for the 
later lexicographers. This contains explanations of the colloquial style used 
business and the poetical dialect, the use of more than 10,000 quotations 
collected from 200 native poems. (In the second edition published he doubled 
that number). This was published by thc Christizn Knowledge Society of 
Madras. 


In the recent years three major dictionaries were published. They 
are Sabdaratnakaram, ed. by B. Sitaramacharyulu (1937, first ed. 1885) 
Suryarayandhranighantuvu in 4 volumes by Jayanti Ramayya Pantulu and 
Kasibhatta Subbayya Sastri and Vavilla nighantuvu in 3 volumes, ed. by 
Sripada Lakshmipati Sastri and Bulusu Venkateswaralu. Suryarayandhani- 
ghantu covers in four volumes published so far (1936—44) the lettets to 
Nrsthimalai and the set is expected to complete in another three or four 
volumes. Vavilla nighantuvu published by Vavilla Ramasvami Sastrulu & 
Sons, is a lexicon in progress (1949— _),3 volumes having been published 
so far. The fourth volume covering Pa to ha could not be published, accord- 
ing to the publisher, owing to scarcity and high cost of paper. A dictionary 
of modern Telugu usage, a unique work of its kind, was compiled and pub- 
lished by A. Galletti. (1935) This is Telugu-English-Telugu dictionary, 
Telugu words being given in Roman script. 
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Andhra Sahitya Akademi has in its plan of programmes the publi- 
cation of an exhaustive lexicon of the Telugu-language. 


Tamil 


Among the Indian languages it is only in Tamil the printing of 
books began first. Surprisingly, the first Indian language dictionary publi- 
shed is also in the sane language. A Tamil—Portuguese dictionary by Father 
Antem De Proenca in 1679 is that first dictionary, said to have been printed 
at Cochin. It is needless to emphasise that as in other languages the early 
development of Tamil lexicography owes much to the work of these earliest 
missionaries. 


An Italian missionary to Tamilnad, Father Constantine Beschi, was 
the pioneer in this field. His ‘Caturakarati’ is the earliest available dictionary 
(in manuscript) which has broken off completely from the methods of the 
ancient indigenous works in fo)lowing a strictly alphabetical order of words. 
Copies of this manuscript were distributed throughout Tamilnad and only 
in 1819 a part ot this was published in print and in 1824 the whole work 
was published by one Richard Clarke, Director of the Fort St. George 
College of Madras with the help of two great Tamil scholars of that time. 
The first printed Tamil English dictionary available to us is ‘Tamil English 
dictionary’ prepared by German Luther, Missionaries, Johann Philip 
Fabricios and John Christian Breithaupt. Containing 900 words in 185 
pages, this was published from Madras in 1779. 


Following this, several missionary bodies in South India and Jaffna 
(Ceylon) began to explore new methods in Tamil lexicography. A dictionary 
published in 1838 from Jaffna, known now as ‘Jaffna dictionary’ or Mani- 
ppay akarati’ marks a great advancement over the work of Caturakarati in 
respect of its word contents. This contains 58,500 words, 4 times as many 
as found in the whole ‘Caturakarati’. A small Tamil dictionary of homonyms 
with the title ‘Oru-cor-pala-porul-vilakkam’ prepared under the guidance 
of Visakhaperumalayyar, the great Tamil scholar of the time, was published 
in 1850. In the meanwhile, American mission of Jaffna brought out a 
large English-Tamil dictionary, compiled by Winslow in 1842. The same 
dictionary was revised and published in 1852, 


Some years prior to this in 1834 Rottler published his ‘Tamil 
English dictionary’ (2 vols). Winslow considered this dictionary ‘too limited 
in its vocabulary and deficient in astrological mythological and scientific 
terms’. To remedy this Winslow published ‘Tamil-English dictionary’ for 
which he had the active assistance of many leading Tamil scholars. This 
dictionary aims at embracing both the common and the poetic dialect of the 
Tamil language. This includes scientific and offical terms also. This dic- 
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tionary contains 67,00 words whereas Rottler’s has only 37,000, A classical 
Tamil English dictionary was published by the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, Madras in 1870, which was compiled by one Visvanatha Pillai, the 
translator to Government of Madras. As the Winslow’s dictionary (Tamil- 
English) was a voluminous one and could not easily be possessed by all, a 
necessity arose for a dictionary for the use of the general public. To meet 
this need, the Tranquebar dictionary appeared in 1897, basing on Fabricius 
dictionary. This dictionary adopted a system of grouping verb roots into 
13 categories, the result of an elaborate research into the nature of the Tamil 
verbs in their forms to denote the three tenses. It dispensed with the nece- 
ssity of giving in the dictionary the various forms of the verb. In this 
manner, bilingual dictionaries went through many gradual improvements. 
But the unilingual dictionary remained without improvement for a long 
time. Yazppana akarati was the only one of great use. What had been 
prepared to fulfil this need by Judge Kadirval Pillai of Jaffna was used by 
Madurai Tamil Sangham as a basic tool for bringing out its Tamil-Tamil 
dictionary in 3 volumes the first in 1910, the two succeeding volumes in 1923. 
This goes by the name ‘Tamil Sangha Akarati’. 


At the beginning of the twentieth century, the position was such as 
to have ample scope for the Tamil-English dictionary to improve First, 
many works of authority such as the Sangha ilakkiyams came in print 
only after the death of Winslow. It was indispensable to make good use of 
them. Secondly it was found necessary to adopt sone system in the arrange- 
ment of the meanings given. Many of the Tamil dictionaries adopted the 
system of giving the meanings also in an alphabetical order. That was 
wrong, and to give the meanings in the order of their historical development 
or philological sequence. Further it was not sufficient to give as meanings 
of words merely their synonyms. It was necessary to give also the defini- 
tions of and grammatical peculiarities of meanings. Fifthly the compiler of 
the dictionaries paid little attention to the etymology of words. While 
some Tamil words were traced to Sanskrit origin, cognate words from other 
Dravidian languages were not given. Sixthly, quotations from literary 
works were not adequately given. To remedy these defects, the University 
of Madras, after several years of preparation, first under the auspices of the 
Madras government and then by its own, published a Tamil lexicon in 
6 volumes. (Tamil-English-Tamil) during the years 1926 to 1936 anda 
supplement of one volume. 


The editorial board of this lexicon consisted of many eminent 
scholars. The first editor who laid out a plan of lexicon was Rev. Chandler 
and it was given to Sri Vaiyapuri Pillai, a great Tamil scholar, to bring 
them out in print. The sources consulted were the inscriptions belonging 
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to differents periods, glossaries of the various publictions by Dr. U. V. 
Svaminathayyar, glossaries of juidical and revenue terms, Mclean’s manual 
of administration of the Madras Presidency, special dictionaries in cadjan 
leaves and local usages of various places and castes. ‘The general order in 
the arrangement of article is, as follows :—(1) the words (2) the translitera- 
tion (3) the part of speech (4) the origin and derivation (5) the cognates 
(6) the meaning (a) in English and (b) in Tamil and (7) quotations under 
each meaning, with chapter and other details of the authorities cited, as also 
illustrative expressions”, The first volume contains also the history of 
Tamil lexicography, list of works consulted, and the particulars of works 
quoted in the lexicon. 


As many yaars have elapsed since this was published, need is now 
felt by scholars for a bigger lexicon on the model of “New English 
dictionary’’. 


Kannada 


The importance and the ardous nature of the dictionary compilation 
must have impelled Rev. William Reeve of the London Mission Society, 
Madras to say “The writer of Lexicons bas been called the slave of science 
and the pioneer of literature doomed only to remove rubbish and clear 
obstruction from the paths through which learning and genius press forward 
to conquest and glory, without bestowing a single smile on the humble 
drudge that facilitates their progress*."’ After seven years of hard work 
Reeve published his ‘dictionary of English and Carnataca’ in 1824, Taking 
the time and 1204 pages it contains into consideration, this should be regar- 
ded as fairly exhaustive dictionary. In his plan of selection of materials, 
the importance was given to words of common usage and Sanskrit words 
which have been naturalised from ages immemorial. Hindustani words, 
commonl ’ understood, have also been included. The language letters are 
lithographic. - 


Even though the general accuracy and completeness of Reeve’s 
dictionary was readily recognized, within twenty years of its publication, 
one John Garrett felt that some ancient Kannada and Sanskrit words found 
in that dictionary could be excluded as they were unnecessary to the great 
majority of Kannada students. The result was ‘A manual of English and 
Kanarese dictionary’ published by this compiler in 1844, It met with a 
ready sale. In 1872 he published his Kannada English dictionary where he 
had added new Kannada words. 





* Without referring to Samuel Johnson, Reeve mentions Johnson’s views of the 
role of a lexicographer. 
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In point of importance, the next work is Kittel’s ‘A Kannada- 
English dictionary’ published by Mangalore Basel Mission book and Tract 
depository in 1894. This is still considered as a very authoritative lexicon 
in this language. Kittel, being a profound scholar in Kannada language 
and literature, took number of words from various literary works of ancient, 
medieval and modern period, for his dictionary. He consulted all the 
Dravidian language dictionaries, Sanskrit and Marathi lexicons. In case of 
words of Sanskrit origin, the Sanskrit original form is also given. Ancient 
Kannada poems of verbs or nouns with a final consonant are given apart 
from the modern with a final vowel to show the difference of inflection. 
The measuring of many of the words are explained by instances from litera- 
ture. Proverbs have also been explained, if necessary, by stories. There 
has not been any major work published during the next thirty years. In 
1897 ‘Karnataka Sabdasaram’ ed. by S.G. Narasimhachar and M.A. Rama- 
Svamiayyangar was published. This is a small dictionary of names. 


Of the dictionaries published in the recent years the best is 
‘English-Kannada dictionary’ published by Mysore University. It took 
13 years of preparation in which many scholars took part. This is an 
exhaustive and voluminous dictionary among dictionaries published so far 
with the exception of Kittel’s dictionary. The merit of this work is that 
lexicographical technique used is modern and new English technical words 
are explained with meaning. Mention here may also be made of ‘Standard 
dictionary English-English Kannada with a glossary of technical terms’ by 
D. K. Bharadwaj Vidyaguru (1951). A Kannada lexical work in verse, 
Abhinavabhidhanam, by Mangaraja, was published by Madras University 
in its Kannada series in 1952. This author lived during 14th century and 
the work originally in Cadjan leave. This is useful for understanding the 
Kannada meaning of Saaskrit words that occur in Kannada classical works. 


With all these publications, still a modern lexicon incorporating all 
the features of the best English dictionary, is a desideratum. It is hoped 
that before long the Mysore University will bring one such a lexicon in 
several volumes for the benefit of Kannadigas. 


Malayalam 


The first Malayalam printed dictionary worthy of note is Bailey’s 
‘Dictionary of High and colloquial Malayalam and English’. This was 
prepared by Rev. B. Bailey to be of service to those ‘who are desirious of 
obtaining a tolerably competent knowledge, useful even for knowing English. 
He collected materials for this work during the 24 years of his stay in India. 
He acknowledged the omission of high Malayalam terms derived from 
Sanskrit Amarakasa and Amaresa. He had for his guidance Rottler’s Tamil 
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gu and English dictionary and Wilson’s Sanskrit 


ictionary, Campbell’s Telu ict 
dictionary, P this is really a monumental work 


dictionary. With its 852 pages of matter, 
of that period. 


The best work of that century is that of Dr. Gundert, a German 
Missionary. Even though many missionery men had made efforts in this 
direction, there is nothing so lasting in value as the work of this scholar. 
During this long stay in Kerala, he acquainted well with the language, lite- 
rature and culture of the people and on his return to Germany he worked 
for 10 years on Malayalam. English dictionary which appeard in 1872 in 
print. This monumental work contains words taken from all sources from 
prose and poetry of all time. Further Gundert drew a line of demarcation 
between Malayalam and Tamil works and took only the ‘domiciled’ Malaya- 
lam words for this dictionary. According to this opinion Bailey’s work was 
defective as it contains more Sanskrit words than Malayalam and this 
Gundert attributed to Bailey’s ignorance about the etymology of words. He 
did not discard the provincialisms and even vulgar expressions as he thought 
in inadvisable to do so. The arrangement chosen has been to point out ‘as 
far as possible the root and origin of each word to give first its primitive 
sense and to add the figuration and free senses in a rational order, lastly to 
illustrate this by examples taken from reliable authorities, the different 
construction in which the same word occurs, its various application, allusion 
to the tradition and superstition of the people and proverbial expression...’. 
Compounds and derivatives are arranged under each leading word. This 
dictionary was published by the Basel Mission Bible and Tract depository, 


Mangalore, 


Coming to the modern period, we find that the work ‘English — 
Malayalam dictionary’ of Sri T. Ramalingam Pillai, Head Translator to the 
Govt. of Madras, bears depth of scholarship and exhaustiveness. It is a 
clear improvement on all the existing dictionaries “in content, method of 
treatment and lexicography technique’. The exhaustiveness of this diction- 
arv ca1 be realised by the fact that there are 100 Malayalam equivalents for 
asingle English word and the total number of Malayalam equivalents to 
more than 22,000. The stock of vocabulary is based on colloquialism, folk- 
lore, proverb and sayings. This includes words derived from many 


languages. 
This dictionary was published in about 14 fascicules, taking 18 


years for completion. The first fascicule came out in 1938 and in 1956 the 
last part was published, In 1956 it appeared in two bound volumes. 


‘Sabdataravali’ in two volumes by Srikantesvaram Padmanabha 
Pillaiis a complete Malayalam dictionary with 1020 pages. This compiler 
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was described by T. Ramalingam Pillai as ‘Dr. Johnson of Malayalam’. Of 
the special features of this work, the derivation of words, new words and 
additional meanings and description descrive mention. | 


A very good Malayalam — Malayam dictionary of the present 
time is ‘Nava- Yugabhasanighadm (2 vols) by R. Narayana Panikkar. This 
was published during 1940 and 1943. The compiler intends to bring out 
an appendix for the words that might have been left out. 





In 1933 Basel Mission Bible and Tract depository published ‘An 
Anglo—Malayalam dictionary’ compiled by Tobias Zacharias and after his 
death by his son F. E. Zacharias. The compilers adopted a novel plan of 
arrangement of words which is grouping of all connected words under one 
leading word, (Paragraph system). The difficulty of finding a word that 
is explained out of its alphabetical order has been minimised by ample 
cross references. This work is found to contain the definitions and expla- 
nations of 22,920 leading words, 29,231 derivative words, 13,841 compound 
Or quasi compound expressions and 6,225 phrases or a total of 72,217 
expressions, 


The Lexicon board, set up by Kerala government under the editor- 
ship of Suranattu Kunjan Pillai, expects to bring out by 1961, an elaborate 
dictionary which would contain 2,50,000 words. This dictionary expects to 
give details such as the etymology of words, their roots, and where the 
words had been used for the first time. It is claimed that this dictionary, 
when published, would be the raost comprehensive one of all the existing 
dictionaries of Indian languages. 


eg E o ee ee ee 





Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Vice-President, Union of India, has very 
kindly agreed to inaugurate the Book Festival at Ambala on 
October 3,1959. Books on cultural,economic and political features 
of foreign countries will be exhibited. Co-operation in the orga- - 
nisation of this Book Festival has been sought from the Punjab 
University,the Punjab Education Department,the Public Relations 
Department, Punjab State Library Association, Indian Library 
Association, Delhi Library Association and foreign embassies in 
India. Mr. M. L Bhagi, District Librarian, is the Convener and 
Organiser of the Book Festival. 7 
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*An Experiment in 
Book. Buying 


A. S, Pickett, 

Order Librarian, 

San Francisco State College Library, 
Califarnia 


San Francisco STATE COLLEGE is one of the eleven colleges in the 
California State College System. Its library consists of technical services, 
circulation department and five subject division libraries. Technical services 
is a well integrated division consisting of order, catalog and processing 
departments which readily respond to each other’s needs. Staffing in this 
division is computed by a series of measurable work load items including 
number of volumes added. 


So that the catalog and processing departments might accomplish 
their work load assignment for the fiscal year 1957-1958 the order depart- 
ment found itself, in the spring of 1958, called upon to secure a large 
quantity of books in the shortest time possible. 


An examination of the length of time required to order and secure 
books reveaied that on the average the order department took one week to 
place an order whereas the dealer took four weeks to supply the book. 
(Unpublished report: San Francisco State College Library Technical Services 
Time Study, 1949-1957.) Shortening the time in the order department 
was not the solution to the problem; therefore a thorough analysis of the 
supply situation was made. 


San Francisco State College library used more than 800 vendors, 
but its principal supp'iers were a local branch of a national tradebook 
wholesaler which offered extremely favorable discounts with exceedingly 
show service due in part to the faculty's not ordering prior to or immediately 
upon publication; and a branch store of a national college textbook jobber 
with satisfactory service, but limited stock and short discounts. On the 
basis of past experience, changing dealers or ordering directly from publi- 
shers was not the solution to the problem of securing book rapidly. 


In order to procure the needed books expeditiously it was decided 
to pay regular personal visits to a select group of local bookstores. San 
Francisco State College is fortunately located less than an hour from the 





*Reprinted with permission from ‘LIBRARY JOURNAL’, February 1, 1959. 
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Berkeley Campus of the University of California, with its cluster of book- 
stores all within a two block area. Five of these stores—four textbook and 
one trade book — were selected for weekly visits. (The idea for this experi- 
ment, as well as the selection of stores, was based on a previous experience 
of the University of California library order department in daily visiting to 
secure immediately wanted books,) 


The order cards taken to these stores were limited al nost exclusively 
to the titles of publishers listed in Publishers’ Trade List Annual or Publi- 
shers’ Weekly. Only in-print publications were included and an attempt 
was made (not always successful) to exclude the ‘not yet published’? items. 
Juvenile titles (for the Campus Elementary School) were excluded, as the 
source of supply for this material was already excellent. So that each dealer 
might have equal opportunity to fill these orders, store visits were rotated. 
The experiment was carried out over a period of fifteen weeks. Results 
are set forth in the table. 


In brief, the result of this experiment was that 38°, of the titles 
were immediately supplied. Several factors mitigated against this percent- 
age’s being higher. In the very early weeks of the buying a sizeable number 
of cards for “not yet published’’ items were inadvertently included. In 
some instances a store was able to supply only a single copy of a book 
whereas the order called for multiple copies and it was not thought desirable 
to split the order. In other cases stores were able to supply the title but 
not in the precise edition wanted, and in still other instances paperbounds 
were offered where cloth binding was necessary. 


The experiment was considered successful in that a large quantity 
of books were received faster than in the past. Purchasing by this method 
also resulted in a more even flow of books, which was considered desireble. 
It likewise simplified filing in the ‘“‘books on order file’, because books were 
received so soon (one to three days) after visiting the bookstores that cards 
were not filed pending receipt of the books. 


The corollary results of this experiment were that the order librar- 
ian was able to select other titles from the dealers’ shelves and also to search 
for out-of-print items in another group of bookstores in the immediate 
area. Perhaps the most important result of the survey was that the deter- 
mination of the strengths and weaknesses of the bookstoses used permitted 
selection of two of these as the principal suppliers after the conclusion of 
the personal visits. 


This method of securing books in an expedient manner is offered 
for consideration to those college libraries located in metropolitan areas 
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AN EXPERIEMENT IN BOOK BUYING 


serviced by a group of trade book and textbook stores within a small geogra- 
phical area. 


BERKELEY BOOK STORES BUYING PROJECT - SPRING 1958 











No. of Titles % 
Titles “A” -— — |” — Filled _ Filled 
117 19 2! 2 7 1 50 42 
266 7 75 25 22 8 137 51 
181 6 8 26 31 1 72 39 
241 8 13 7 44 18 90 35 
103 4 10 3 13 1 31 30 
130 11 12 6 12 2 43 33 
123 1 13 1 8 2 25 20 
54 3 2 3 3 1 12 22 
68 4 8 0 8 3 23 33 
65 8 8 4 0 7 27 41 
350 24 43 23 46 0 136 38 
127 1 32 11 5 0 49 38 
104 1 6 15 14 3 39 37 
64 1 4 2 17 3 27 41 
61 5 13 0 3 7 28 45 
2,054 103 268 128 233 57 789 38% 
| 13% 34% 16% 30% 7% — | 
—————— 5% 13% 6% 11% 3% me 


“‘A"’—A branch store of a national college textbook jobber. 

“‘B’'—An individually owned and operated college textbook store. 
“C"’—Principal outlet of a California college textbook store corporation. 
“‘D""—A trade book store. 

“E"’—A college operated textbook store. 





“Book of the Day” 


NEHRU: A POLITICAL BIOGRAPHY 
By Michael Brecher 
Oxford Rs. 25/- 
A MUST for Every Library 
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Advisory Committee 
for Libraries 


Recommendations 


The Advisory Committee for libraries was set up by the Govern- 
ment of India under the chairmanship of Mr. K. P. Sinha, the late Director 
of Public Instruction, Bihar, with the following members: 


Shri N. Bhadriah, President, Mysore State adult Education Coun- 
cil, Mysore; Shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S., Director General of All India 
Radio, New Delhi; Shri B.S. Kesavan, Librarian, National Library, 
Calcutta; Shri S.S. Saith, Librarian, Historical Division, Ministry of 
External Affairs, New Delhi; Shri T. D. Waknis, Curator, Central Library, 
Bambay; Shri D.R. Kalia, Director, Delhi Public Library, Delhi; 
Mrs, Achamma John Mathai, Bombay; Shri Sohan Singh, Assistant Educa- 
tional Adviser, Ministry of Education, Government of India, New Delhi 
as Secretary. 


Shri D. R. Kalia and Mrs. Achamma John Mathai could not 
participate in the Committees’ work at all. 


The Committee was formed in pursuance of a recommendation 
made by the seminar on “the role of libraries in social edcucation” held in 
September-October, 1955 with these terms of reference: 


‘To enquire into the present reading needs of the people and to 
recommend a future library structure for the country.” 


The report gives interesting details of the history of the develop- 
ment of libraries in India, the role of the libraries at various levels, the 
present position of library service in India, training for librarianship and the 
Second Plan targets for the development of libraries. The report points 
out that by the end of the Second Five-Year Plan, the entire country would 
be covered with a network of Central, State and district libraries. It dis- 
closes that at the end of March 1954, the country had nearly 32,000 libraries 
most of them small, stagnating pools of books. Between them they had a 
stock of a little over 71 lakh volumes with an annual use of about 377 lakh 
books. The country spent less than half a crore of rupees on this service. 


The Advisory Committee, however, points out that the phrase 
“public libraries” is used in a very loose sense in India. The number of 
free public libraries in India can hardly be counted even by tens. 
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Directorate 


The Advisory Committee, in its report says that the library pattern 
in the country should consist of a national library, State and Central librar- 
ies, district libraries, block libraries and panchayat libraries. It further 
recommends that it would be desirable to have an independent Directorate of 
Social Education and Libraries in every State. Wherever, on account of 
any special local circumstances, this is not possible, the State Government 
should have at least a whole-time senior Class I Officer of the rank of 
Deputy Director of Education. 

The Committee expresses the opinion that every panchayat should 
have a library. The management of such libraries should vest in the 
panchayat or village committees. Over the panchayat libraries, there should 
be block libraries. The district libraries will form the pivot of library 
service ina State. Then, every State should have a State library consisting 
of two wings — the State Central Library and the lending library. At the 
All-India level, there should be a Cenjral library and three book deposit 
centres. These centres should be run by the Government of India under 
the national Central Library. 


There should, the report continues, be an All-India Library Advi- 
sory Council under the chairmanship of the Union Minister of Education 
to review and assess the work done by the State committees, to collect and 
publish description and statistical report on the working of libraries in the 
State, lo tay down minimum standards of library education in the country 
and to lay down minimum standards of library service for various sectors. 


An interesting recommendation made by the Committee is that 
libraries in big cities as well as district library should have children’s wings 
attached to them. 


Pleading for co-operation between the different types of libraries, 
the Committee says that the public libraries should co-operate with school 
libraries, college libraries, departmental and research libraries, University 
libraries and even with the subscription libraries which are ultimately to be 
absorbed in the public library system. School libraries, it says, are of great 
and strategic importance to the public library system. 


The Committee says that the Government of India and the State 
Governments should have a 25-year library plan to raise the library struc- 
ture from its present embryonic stage to a size which will do justice to the 
cultural and educational needs of the people. 

Cess & Grants 


In order to fulfil this task, the Committee has suggested that the 
Government should levy a cess of 6 nP ona rupee of property tax in all 
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places with permission for the local bodies to raise the cess. The Govern- 
ment of India, it adds, should contribute to the library funds of a State an 
amount equal to the cess collected in that State. 


To begin with, the State Governments should give grants equal to 
the cess collected and gradually in the course of the next 25 years, raise 
their contribution to three times the cess collected. 


The library system in each State, according to the report, should 
function as follows: 


The cess collected in an urban area by a Municipal Committee or 
Corporation will constitute the library fund of the Municipality or Corpo- 
ration. Similarly, the cess collected in the area within the block will 
constitute the block library fund. The Central and State Governments 
will each add an amount equal to the cess collected either in cash or in the 
form of provision of staff or both. The contribution will be placed at the 
disposal of the distaict libraries to be administered and spent for the benefit 
of the entire district. 


In this connection, the committee has recommended that the State 
Governments should enact a comprehensive law. 


The Committee feels that certain practices which adversely affect 
the morale of librarians should be abolished. One of such practices is the 
demand for security from a librarian and to penalise him for loss of books. 
Such practices, it says, are inquitous and unheard of in the library practice 
of any advanced country in the world. , 

The Committee is of the opinion that librarians should not be 
transferred too frequently. Their minimum qualification should be gradua- 
tion with diploma in librarianship and their conditions of service of educa- 
tional personnel in the States. 
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EDITORIALS 


' Report of Advisory Committee of Libraries 


We welcome this Report issued by the Ministry of Education, 
Government of India. It is a document which requires a thorough study 
by our educationists, Library Authories and Librarians. It raises hopes for 
laying a strong edifice of the library superstructure in the country. We 
assure the Committee that we share its hopes and feel that if the recommen- 
dations made by it are speedily implemented the edifice of hopes shall 
sustain, But we do feel too that there is generally a long gap between 
recommendations and their implementation. Unless the Education Ministry 
of the Government of India moves expeditiously in the matter the States 
may betray. The Country badly needs today a plethora of libraries. As 
the Report has revealed “the public libraries have only one bouk for every 
50 heads and as many as 20 persons between themselves read only one book 
ina year”. It is a sorry state of affairs. Most of our schools and colleges 
have only “ghost libraries”. The big cities cannot boast of places where 
the people can quietly sit, read and borrow books. The remedy lies, as the 
Report says, in having an All-India legislation as well as Statewise legisla- 
tion to spread a network of libraries. ‘The legislation should incorporate 
the right of every citizen to have free access to educational, scientific and 
cultural records of the country among his Fundamental Rights’, We fully 
agree with this assertion as we do with the recommendation for a 25-year 
Library Plan to raise the Library structure as well as the levy of a cess with 
permission for the local bodies to raise it. The 25-year Plan is overambi- 
tious and the cess may add to the financial burden of the citizen, but both 
are necessary, if we have to reach a certain goal. We have only this differ- 
ence with the Committee that since the local bodies have failed to respond 
to the needs of the people, the Government should adopt any other means 
to collect the cess. We, however, acknowledge the soundness of the 
suggestions made by the Committee with regard to State demonstration 
projects, the national scheme of studies for training in librarianship, the 
programme of library seminars or workshops, a status for the State Librar- 
ians, book bureaux in all State capitals, the formation of Mitra Mandals, 
the need of union catalogues and financial assistance to library associations 
whose formation is very necessary to develop the library movement. We 
agree with the Committee that the library pattern should consist of a 
National Library, State Central Libraries, District Libraries, Block Libraries 
and Panchayat Libraries and that an independent Directorate of Social 
Education and Libraries should be set up in each State. 
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Many other recommendations of the Committee are both thoughtful 
and timely and we hope the Centre and the States will follow them without 
any demur. We congratulate Sardar Sohan Singh, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, oa producing a Report which is highly revealing and enlightening. 


3 | 3 


The Roberts Report 


We are also pleased to receive the Report of the Committee 
appointed by the U.K- Minister of Education on the Structure of the Public 
Library Service in Eng'and and Wales. It unfolds the development of the 
Public Library Service, the future structure of public library administration, 
library cooperation, staff and premises, library charges and library legisla— 
tion. Its recommendations, read with the Report of our Advisory Committee 
for Libyaries afford an interesting study, The Roberts Report wants to 
give statutory recognition to the existing regional committees and there is 
no reason why we, in India, should not give such recognition to our State 
and district units. It rightly stresses the need of cooperation between lib- 
raries and adequate scales for the staff of public libraries —a point not 
adequately emphasised by our Advisory Committee. Its recommendation 
that “no charge should be made to borrowers of books or other material 
except for (a) notification that a book or other material is available; (b) 
retention beyond a prescribed period, and that legislative provision should 
be made authorising the levying of these charges by library authorities...... “ 
will be read with great interest and weighed in the context of the one made 
by the Indian Advisory Committee regardiny the levy of acess. In view of 
the cess will any subscription be charged from the members of public lib- 
raries in our country? If so, then it will impose another burden on the 
readers. We hope that is not the intention of the Advisory Committee. 
We shall repeat, as the Roberts Report has recommended, that a (new) 
Public Libraries Act should be passed soon and all library authorities should 
be given specific powers to discharge their responsibilities. 


&3 3 % 


Libraries Act 


In this respect, we shall request the Punjab State Government (as 
well as other State Governments) to put on the anvil a Public Libraries 
Act. We shall also appeal to our legislators to lend their wholehearted 
support to the Government in passing the Act. The State libraries, with a 
few exceptions are in a complete mess and require overhauling. The build- 
ings and their equipment are aweful. The librarians are under-paid and 
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the stock of books is horrible. Most of our cities and towns have no real 
library service at all. There is no link between the State, district, block 
and panchayat libraries and there are no feeding centre for books. We hope 
the State Government, interested as it is in the advancement of education, 
will not soilly-shally in the matter of legislation required to set up libraries. 


We have every hope too that we shall shortly see the dawn of a new era in 
the field of education. 


3 & 3 


All-India Library Association 


In the task of framing the necessary legislation the State Library 
Associations and the All-India Library Association have to play a conspi- 
cious part. But unfortunately the latter is undesirably inactive. We expected 
much from the President of the All-India body but so far he has belied our 
expectations. We feel that if due to his multifarious activities he cannot 
devote anv attention to the organisation, he should take the help of the 
Vice-Presidents. We have no reasons to doubt his bona fides. He can be an 
asset to the organisation. But howsoever great may be the President of the 
All-India Library Association, his greatness cannot be helpful to the 
Association unless he puts in some work for it. The Association must wake 
up from its slumber and the members must assert themselves to make ita 
real, effective body. The profession needs an active organisation. The 
Government will ignore it, if its mouthpiece is moribund. If Indian librar- 
ians want an all-India legislation to better their lot they must reorganise 
themselves so that their voice is heard by the Centre. Factionalism won't 


pay us any longer. Unity is the need of the hour. 
: Py: A —S. R. BHATIA 
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PRIZE OF $500 
Philosophical Library Essay Contest 


The editors of The Philosophical Library are sponsoring an open essay 
contest, restricted to any professional group. 


The contest will close two weeks before Christmas of 1959, and 
carries a grand prize of $500. The competing essays shohld be from 25,000 
to 75,000 words long, and deal with the general topic PHILOSOPHY AND 
RELIGION IN A TIME OF STRESS, The award of $500 will be paid for 
the winning essay, and constitutes at the same time a down payment toward 
usual royalities at time of publication of the manuscript in book form. 


The Committee to select the winning essay will consist of Professor 
Vergilius Ferm, former President of the American Theological Society, 
William M. Kilpatrick, Professor Emeritus of Columbia University, and 
Dr. Dagobert D. Runes, Editor-in-chief of Philosopical Library, 15 East 
Forteith Street, New York 18 N.Y, USA, 
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The Roberts Report 


The purpose to institute a separate enquiry into the organization of 
the public library service in U.K. was made in the White Paper on Local 
Government, Comnd 161. The Government agreed to the suggestion and 
on 13th July, 1957 announced that the Chairman of the Committee would 
be Sir Sydney Roberts, who had been President of the Library Association 
in 1953, Fifteen other members representing local authorities and the 
library profession, were appointed to the Committee, together with three 
assessors from the Ministry of Education. 


The Committee was formally established on 3rd September, 1957 
with these terms of reference. 


“To consider the structure of the public library service in 
England and Wales, and to advise what changes, if any should 
be made in the administrative arrangements regard being had 
to the relation of public libraries to other libraries.” 


In its 20 meetings evidence was heard from 71 bodies and a 
considerable volume of statistics was assembled, relating to population, 
expenditure and staff. 


The Report of The Structure of the Public Library Service in 
England and Wales was laid before Parliament by the Minister of 
Education and published on 13th February as Cmnd. 660(H.M.S.O., 3s. 6d) 
In a Parliamentar reply on 26th February it was stated that “the Minister 
is examining the Report and has asked the interested parties for their views 
On its recommendations”. 


A SUMMARY 


The very considerable use being made of the country’s public 
libraries is greatly encouraging, but less satisfactory are the deficiencies the 
committee found in the admi.istration of the present system, and the dis- 
parities in the standards of service available in different parts of the country 
revealed by the survey. A wide revision of the present system is reco- 
mmended. 


How is the efficiency of a public library service to be judged ? 
The committee decided that annual expenditure on books was the safest 
guide. They found that some local authorities were spending insignificant 
sums on books, many as low as sixpence per head a year, while others were 
spending more than five times as much, 
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THE ROBERTS REPORT — A SUMMARY 


Minimum Basis 


The committee came to the conclusion that no local authority 
could be regarding as providing an efficient library service unless 
they spent at least £5,000 a year on the purchase of books, or two 
shillings per head of their population, whichever was the greater, 
This would be a condition for justifying a claim for independent status. 


The committee would make it a statutory obligation in future 
on all library authorities to provide a satisfactory library service, 


It should rest with the Minister of Education to decide which non- 
county boroughs and urban districts should remain library authorities; any 
borough or urban district with over 50,000 population not at present a 
library authority but wishing to become one, should apply to the Minister 
for permission to exercise these powers. 


The committee regard public libraries as of vital importance in the 
education of the modern citizen. They forecast even greater expansion of 
the service as a result of the greatly increased provision of secondary and 
university education, and the greatly increased numbers of persons receiving 
scientific and technological training. This would result in turn in a consi- 
derable increase in expenditure by local authorities. The service is not 
Grant-aided by the Treasury. Nevertheless, the committee stfongly recom- 
mended that it should remain a free service. 


More Staff — Better pay 


Prorosals in the report call for a large increase in the number of 
qualified librarians in public libraries — from 3,500 to 6,000 — and particu- 
larly for more specialist librarians in reference, children’s and technical 
libraries. It is pointed out that sixty per cent of all qualified librarians 
employed by local authorities earn not more than £725 per annum, and that 
only five per cent. receive more that £1,325. The committee consider that 
young people of the right caliber are not likely to come forward in sufficient 
numbers unless the library service can provide them with a career which is 
satisfactory in terms of pay and prospects. 


Better Buildings 


On the question of accommodation, the commirtee found that 
library premises were often inadequate and ill-suited to present-day needs, 
and that county libraries had been hampered by recurring restrictions on 
capital investment which made it impossible for them to provide a proper 
service. The report recommends a higher priority for capital expenditure 
on premises and equipment. 
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The report suggests improvement of the arrangements for co- 
operation between public libraries over the provision of rare types of books. 
It is recommended that existing regional committees should be given a 
statutory duty to provide local system of library co-operation, and to work 
in association with the National Central Library in providing a nation-wide 
framework. 


Minister Responsible 


The Minister of Education should “‘bave a general responsibility 
for the over-sight of the public library service’, The establishment of 
two advisory committees, one for England and one for Wales, is 
recommended. With these, the Minister could help to raise the standards 
of library service and help local authorities and public and other libraries to 
deal with some of their major problems, such as the training and 
recruitment of librarians and the arrangements for library co-operation. 


Minority Reservations 


The report includes reservations by two of its members, Mr. J. 
Bulman, C.B.E., and Mr. S.J. Skillen, who believe that any non-county 
borough or urban district council wishing to retain their powers should be 
allowed to do so, subject only to the use by the Minister of Education of 
powers to transfer the duties to the county councils, if he considered they 
were not being properly carried out. 


Detailed statistics show that libraries now hold total book stocks 
of over 60 millions; that more than 392 million books were issued to readers 
last year; that there are nearly 28, 000 service points and 200 mobile libraries. 
Total expenditure out of rates was £15 million, of which nearly £34 million 
was spent on books. 


—‘Liaison’ L A News-Sheet 





Aslib 34th Annual Conference 


5th—7th October 1959 


Grand Hostel, Scarborough 
ASLIB - 3 Belgrave Square - LONDON. SWI. 
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BOOKS FOR ASIAN STUDENTS 
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The Asia Foundation has donated thousands of books to the Saigon Cultural Center 











in Vetinam, pictured above, —Courtesy, The Asia Foundation, 
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India’s Official Publications 
in the USA 


Research materials on India available to American higher education 
will be enriched at the rate of 1,000 publications a month for the next five 
years under a cultural exchange programme financed by the interest pay- 
ments India has made on the 1951 United States Wheat Loan. 


To commemorate the arrival of the shipment of Indian publications 
purchased under this programme, a meeting was held at 11 a.m. on Thurs- 
day, June 4, in the Woodrow Wilson Room at the Library of Congress with 
representative of the Embassy of India and several Washington officials 
in attendance. 


Opening the programme Mr. L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian, 
recalled the history of the project and the forethought of Members of 
Congress in providing such constructive educational and cultural use for 
these funds, then recounted the role of the Conference on American Library 
Resources on Southern Asia and of the Library of Congress in the pro- 
gramme. Pointing out that the significance of the documents could be made 
clearest by one of the scholars who will benefit from their availability in the 
three research centres, he asked Professor Holden Furber of Indian History 
at the University of Pennsylvania, to describe them. Professor Furber, 
who: had brought with him about a dozen publications of various types, 
spoke to the guests of their importance and usefulness for research in this 
country. The librarian then introduced Mr. L. R. Sethi, Cultural Attache 
of the Embassy of India, who spoke briefly of the importance to India of 
the programme, and Mr. Robert H. Thayer, Special Assistant to the 
Secretary of State for Coordination of International Educational and Cultural 
Relations, who emphasized the mutual benefits of the programme to both 
countries, but particularly to the United States. 


The JVibrarian then preserted Dr. Horace I. Poleman, Chief of 
LC’ Orientalia Division, who was responsible for much of the Library's 
role in the programme, and Mr. Jennings Wood, Chief of LC’ Exchange 
and Gift Division, who returned from India on May 28, after completing 
his mission to arrange for the purchase, selection and equipment of mater- 
ials to the three research centres on a regular basis. 


The materials will include comprehensive sets of official publica- 
tions of the Government of India and of the 14 State governments (except 
for certain textbooks and ephemera) in both English and the vernaculars. 
Some of the most useful, and many learned, publications of India are the 
product of government-subsidized research and publishing. 


The range in types of materials is great: acts and laws, periodicals 
and monographs on agriculture, fisheries, forestry, archaeology, education, 
geology, meteorology, economy, and labour; the debates of the parliament 
and legislatures; official gazettes; statistical reports; annual reports of the 
ministries and bureaus; and scholarly works in the fields of bibliography, 
linguistics, literature, history, sociology, and the sciences. 


The Conference was directed by Dr. Poleman, who has been res- 
ponsible for much of its achievement. 
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News & Information 


American Books to C, S, Library 


Miss Sara M. Dilley, Director of Library Services, U.S.LS. 
Library, New Delhi, who visited Chandigarh on May, 20, 1959 in connec- 
tion with the Book Presentation Programme under which a gift of about 
500 books was presented to the Central State Library, Chandigarh. 
Professor Inder Mohan Verma, Director, Public Instruction, Punjab, 
received the gift on behalf of the library and gratefully acknowledged the 
present and thanked Miss Dilley and the American people for the interest 


they took in the advancement of learning. 


This valuable collection includes books on: Agriculture, Americana, 
Art, Business and Economics, Education, Fiction General Interest, Health 
and Better Living, History and Travel, Humor, Juvenile, Life Sciences, 
Literature, Music and Drama, Poetry, Reference Books and Technical 
Books etc. 


The Punjab State Library Association arranged a receiption in 
honour of Miss Sara M. Dilley, Director of Library Services, U. S. I. S. 
Over two hundred people responded including The Hon’ble Mr. Justice 
Tek Chand, Shri Amar Singh Bhatia, P. C. S., Dr. Jagdish Saran Sharma, 
Mr. R. K. Goyal, District Librarian, Jullundur; Mr. M.L. Bhagi, District 
Librarian, Ambala and Mr, T.D. Jand, Librarian, Central Public Library, 
Patiala. Shri G.L. Trehan and Shri B.S. Guirati, Librarian, Central State 
Library, looked after the guests and took them around the Library and 
showed the American collection. 


Bengal Library Conference 


The 13th Bengal Library Conference was held at Berhampur on 
27th and 28th Mach,1959 with Kazi Abdul Wadud,the well known literatuer 
presiding. The Conference was inaugurated by Shri Prabhat Kumar 
Mukherjee, the biographer of poet Rabindranath and pioneer of library 
movement in Bengal, in the spacious Hall of Maharaja Manindra Chandra 
Nundy District Library. 


Kazi Abdul Wadud in his presidential address urged for the 
creation of a separate Government Library Department with full awareness 


of its important role as an instrument of mass education. He called upon the 
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NEWS AND INFORMATION 


workers of the library movement to get in touch with what was being done 
in other foreign countries, particularly in U.K., USA and Canada through 
similar movements, Later he opened the exhibition of old books and 
journals from the collection of Shri Anuttam Sen, the grand son of late Dr. 
Ramdas Sen., In this collection, a first edition of Kamala Kantar Dafta of 
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee with the author’s autograph and another book 
printend in 1813 were particularly notable. 


The Bombay Library Staff Union 


This Union has been working in the direction of amelioration of 
the condition of the Library Staff for the last nine years. In its tenth 
Annual General Meeting held on Mey 3, 1959, re-elected new Managing 
Committee, President, Shri Jhabvala and Vice-President, Shri H.K. Vyas, 
Librarian, People’s Free Reading Room & Library. 


In one of the resolutions, the Union has requested the Government 
Education Department to instruct the Curator of Libraries to re-organise 
the whole of the Library system in Bombay State so as to provide for 
better service conditions for the Library Staff and better amenities to the 
reading public that is gradullay increasing in numbers and also demanding 
better facilities, which is a hopeful sign in the interest of promotion of 
education in the country. 


Dr, S.R, Ranganathan 


Dr. S.R. Ranganathan has been elected by the Library Association, 
London, as its Honorary Vice-President for life in recognition of his 
outstanding services to librarianship in general, and of the invention of 
Colon Classification, facet analysis and chain procedure in particular. 


Dr. Ranganathan has also been recently elected as one of the 
Vice-Presidents of the Federation of International Documentation (FID). 


Exchange of Librarians 


The Library Association of Australia has inaugurated a scheme for 
the exchange of librarians between Australia and other countries for periods 
of six months or more. Librarians interested in this scheme should write 
by air mail for application forms to Miss J. Hagger, Convenor, Exchange 
of Librarians Information Committee, c/o Baillieu Library, University of 
Melbourne, Carlton, N.3, Victoria, Australia. 


Scientific Books on Show 


The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research will arrange an 
unique exhibition in Delhi in February 1960 to bring together for display 
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all scientific and technical publications in Englisn and other regional 
languages. The exhibition will depict the progress in the preparation and 
production of books and periodicals in popular science, text books, 
monographs, encyclopaedias. A directory of scientific and technical 
publications, listing the publications received for dilplay, with bibliographical 
details, will be brought out at the time of the exhibition. 


Annamalai University Library 


The Annamalai University Library is to be reorganised and 
equipped on the lines of the Library of Coneress at Washington. A Rs.9 
lakh building to house the reorganised library is nearing completion. The 
University Grants Commission will meet two-thirds of the cost. 


Soviet Books Exhibition in Ceylon 


Mr. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, Prime Minister of Ceylon, opening 
the Soviet Books Exhibition, on May 12, at the Art Gallery in Colombo, 
said that the literature of other countries should be a source of inspiration 
to writers in Ceylon. He paid a tribute to great Russian authors and poets, 
for the prominent part they have played in the fields of literature. He 
referred specially to Tolstoy, whose novel “WAR AND PRACE” he des- 
cribed as the finest written by any one in any language at any time. 


Mr. V. Yokovlev, the Russian Ambassador in Ceylon, said that 
Russian literature had always been full of love for the common man, It was 
progressive and revolutionary literature. 


The Frankfurt Book Fair 


The next Frankfurt Book Fair will be held from October 7th to 
12th, (official opening on October 6th, at 7-00 p.m.) This will mark the 
11th occasion of the Book Fair since its inception. Following its establish- 
ment in 1949 the Frankfurt Book Fair developed within a relatively brief 
time into the foremost international book exhibition of the world. 


U.S.A. International Book Exhibition 


The United States International Book Exhibition which will be 
held for the fourth time at Washington, June 14-18, 1959, was held for the 
first time in 1956. It was immediately acclaimed by foreign publishers and 
the U.S.A. book trade as an essential instrument to serve and develop the 
import of books from abroad to the United States. 


Whilst primarily a trade Exhibition, the U.S. A. International 
Book Exhibition has come to be regarded by many Governments as an 
important cultural manifestation of their countries. The book is a mirror 
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of a Nation’s way of life, thoughts, achievements in Literature and Science, 
and by this becomes a cultural ambassador of the country where it has been 
written and published. 


Pakistan Bibliographical Working Group 


The Pakistan Bibliographical Working Group have taken upon 
themselves to compile an annotated bibliography on Quaid-E-Azam 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah. The Group expects the kind co-operation and 
assistance from the noted bibliographers of the world. Further information 
can be had from Mr. Fazal Elahi, President, Pakistan Bibliographical Work- 
ing Group. Post Office Box No. 534, Karachi-1. (Pakistan) 


S.L.A. Fiftieth Anniversary Convention 


The Special Libraries Association —in its 50th anniversary year— 
will hold its Annual Convention at Atlantic City, May 31 - June 4, 1959, 
Organised at Bretton Woods, N.H., in 1909, its founder and organizer was 
John Cotton Dana, one of fhe great pioneers of modern librarianship. 


The 50th Anniversary Convention will be a time for celebration 
and a time of planning for the future. It will be a time of reminiscing and 
of setting goods for tomorrow. 


Annual Meeting of the USBE Corporation 


The Annual Meeting of the Corporat.on of the U.S. Book Ex- 
change was held in the Wilson Room at the Library of Congress on Friday, 
March 20, 1959. The President, Foster E. Mohrhart welcomed the repre- 
sentatives of the member organizations and invited guests from organizations 
concerned with the activities of USBE. Reports were given by the treasurer, 
Mrs. Katharine W. Clugston, by the Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
Edward N. Waters, and by the Executive Director, Alice D. Ball. 


The major event of the last year for USBE was its move from the 
Library of Congress and the Half Street warehouses to the new warehouses 
at 3335 V Street, N.E., which has been leased for a 10—year period. The 
sound financial condition of USBE gives testimony to the effectiveness with 
which the move was carried out by the staff under the direction of the 
Operation Manager, Eugene TO. McGuire. 


The Corporation re-elected Mr. Mohrhardt as President of USBE 
for 1959-60. Mrs. Henrietta T. Perkins, representing the Medical Library 
Association, and Mrs. Katharine W. Clugston, Theatre Library Association, 
were re-elected Vice-President and treasurer. Miss Ruth Blanchard, Smith- 
sonian Institution, was elected Secretary. 
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Annual Conference of The Library Association 


The Annual Conference of the Library Association, London, will 
be held in Torquay, from the 2Ist to 25th September 1959 by invitation of 
the Mayor and Corporation of Torquay. The Conference will meet under 
the Presidency of the Rt. Hon. Earl Attlee, K.G.,P.C.,O.M.,C.H. 


The Proceedings will be opened by the Mayor of Torquay on 
Tuesday, the 22nd Septeraber, morning, in the Pavilion, when Earl Attlee 
will deliver his Presidential Address. The Annual Lecture will be delivered 
on Wednesday, the 23rd September, evening in the Marine Spa, by 
Dr. W.F. Okeshott. An Exhibition of books, equipment and library appli- 
ances and a special disp'ay by the South-Western Branch will be arranged 
in the Town Hall. The Exhibition will be opened by the President at 3.30 
p.m. on Monday, the 2!st September. 


YASD Asia Project to help young adults to better understanding 
Asia and Asians has received a grant of $5700.00 from the Asia Foundation. 
Jane S. McClure (Free Library of Philadelphia), Asia Project Committee 
Chairman, reports that the grant will be used to introduce the use of the 
YASD Asia Handbook, Richer by Asia, to be published by ALA in June 
1959, as a tool in building such understanding. In addition the project 
will offer assisstance to state and National Library and Education Associ- 
ations which cooperate with the project by including in their conference 
plans demonstrations of effective programme which will help young people 
of High School age gain better understanding of Asian People. 
1959 ALA Conference 

The 78th Annual Conference of the American Library Association 


will be held at Washington, from June 21—27 1959, The Conference 
Theme is ‘THE WORLD OF BOOKS’. 


The Sheraton Park and Shoreham Hotels will be joint headquarters 
for the ALA Conference in Washington, D.C. 
National Library Week . 


The Steering Committee for National Library Week has announced 
April 3—9 as the dates for the observance in 1960, This will mark the 
third year of the reading promotion programme which is sponsored by the 
National Book Committee, Inc., a nonprofit, independent citizens organiza- 
tion, in cooperation with the American Library Association. 


Library Education in Leningrad 


The Leningard State Library Institute, one of three library schools 
of university rank in the USSR, is described in an article in Unesco Bulletin 
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for Libraries (April 1959) on the occasion of its fortieth anniversary. So 
many librarians are concerned about library education, so many are curious 
about Russian library methods that the article will surely be widely read. 


“During the decade 1948—58, the number of students attending 
day courses almost doubled, while the figure for evening and correspondence 
course quadrupled. For the school year 1958—59, a total of 3,564 students 
will be taking courses at the institute: 1,070 at the two faculities in the day 
section (including 900 in the Faculty of Librarianship......) and 2,209 in the 
correspondence section. The three sections, taken together, produced about 
600 trained librarians in 1958 alone.” 


USSR Establishes New Technical Library 


The Council of Ministers of the USSR, by decree dated October 
17, 1958, has established a new state public scientific and technical library 
of the USSR in Moscow. The library will service a number of heavy 
industries, coordinating the work of the central technical research libraries 
in such fields as metallurgy, machine building, coal, etc. It has an added 
responsibility of centralizing collections of manufacturer’s catalogues and of 
functioning as a central depository of scientific and technical translations 
from foreign languages into Russian. 


Mr, S. Bashiruddin 


When Aligarh Muslim University’s new library is opened some 
time during the next 12 months, it will be fitted with the latest equipment 
and run by the most efficient and up-to-date methods. To ensure this 
Mr. S.Bashiruddin, the University Librarian,is at present in Britain making 
a study of the latest trends in librarinship and the equipment of libraries. 


Mr. Bashiruddin, will stay in Britain till the end of August, plans 
to visit Oxford and Cambridge to study the operation and equipment of the 
great university libraries there, and also to visit Edinburgh. He is anxious 
as well to learn how British universities have been adapting their libraries 
to the needs of technical education and scientific research. A further object 
of his visit is to study the efforts made to counter the effects of overspeci- 
alization at both the undergraduate and the postgraduate level. 


India at Book Design Exhibition 


Eleven attractively produced books published in India will be on 
display at the 7th International Exhibition of Book Design Exhibition, 
which opens at the London headquarters of the National Book League on 
July 15, 
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India is one of 25 countries exhibiting a total of about 700 books 
considered by the countries concerned to be their best-designed books of 
1958, The entries from India comprise five publications in English, two in 
Hindi, and four in Bengali. Karl Khandalavala’s Pahari Miniature Paint- 
ing. published in a limited edition of 1,000 copies last year, is one of the 
most elaborately-produced books in the whole show. It contains 24 full- 
colour reproductions of famons miniatures, and a large number of black- 
and-white plates, The Exh*bition will remain open until August 13. 


Banaras Hindu University. List of candidates passing the Diploma in 
Library Science examination in the year 1959. 


Badan Singh (P). Chandra Mohan (P). Gauri Kant Misra (P). 
Harish Chandra Panday (P). Km. Sumitra Jain (II). Km. Suman Chibbar 
(II). Anand Ballabh Bhatt (II) Anand Prakash Tiwari (II). Angad Bir Kohli 
(II). Bhagwati Prasad Pant (II). Bindeshwar Prasad Bharagava (II). 
Budhendu Bijoy Misra (III). Devi Prasad Sineh (II). Jagindar Singh (II). 
Janaki Nath Banerji (III). Kashi Nath Singh (III). Lalmani Prasad Singh(II). 
Mohan Lal Sharma (II). Moti Lal Wali (II). Nirmal Kumar Tain (II). 
Om Prakash (II). P. Ramanujan Nair (III). Ram Adhar Lal (II), Ram 
Swaroop Verma (III). Ranbir Kumar (III). Radha Krishna Sharma (II). 
Ramesh Chand (II). Shatrughna Mani Tripathi (III). Satyendra Gupta (III). 
Sudarshan Kumar Sharma (III). T.P. Madhvan Pillai (ITI). Ved Prakash 
Choudhry (III). Virendra Kumar (III). 


Miss Meera Bai 


Miss A.R. Meera Bai, formerly Assistant Librarian, Madras 
Medical College Library, Madras, has joined the William Howard Doane 
Library Staff at Denison University, Granville, Ohio. Miss Meera Bai is 
in the United States on the Department of State’s visiting foreign librarian 
programme for one year. Her transportation to and from this country and 
a month’s travel allowance are provided from federal funds, and her 11 
months’ work at Denison University is covered by a per diem allowance 
from the University. Accompanying her to the USA on a six months’ visa 
is her mother, Mrs. V. Rangachari. 


Lee Ash to join Selective Book 
Retirment Programme 


Mr. Lee Ash, formerly Editor of the LIBRARY JOURNAL, will join 
the Selective Book Retirement Programme at Yale University Library on 
Jully,1 as Editor and Research Analyst. The Programme,planned as a three- 
year study, is sponsored by the Council on Library Resources, Inc. 
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International Periodicals Directory 


With the aid of Unesco and in co-operation with the Internation] 
Federation for Documentation, the Union of International Associations has 
published a full directory containing detailed information on 1,340 
periodicals and includes name of organization, title of periodical, place of 
publication, name and address of publisher, date of first issue, language 
used, periodicity, format, summary of contents, predecessors—if any, and 
separate editions in different languages. Available from the Uniou, Palais 
d'Egmont, Brussels. Belgium. 1959. X plus 242 pages., $3.00 or 21sh. 


YOU MAY ALSO READ...... : 


“An Airline Library: Its Organization and Functions”, 
by G.R. Deshpande, Librarian, Technical Library, Air-India 


International, Bombay—29., appeared in the September 1958 issue 
of IASLIC BULLETIN, Calcutta. 


This article, of value to all those interested in aviation contains the 
latest information about the collection of technical literature and various 
aircraft manufacturers’ publications, Accessories and instruments manufac- 
turers’ publications, Makers service bulletins, Civil Aviation Directives, 


‘ Airline technical publications and reports etc. 

















Rs. 1000 PRIZE 
FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY 


GOOD PARENTS GROUP 
POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 
1960 


The Contest is designed to deepen friendship among Indians 
and will give opportunity to young writers who snow ability in 
discussing the population problem. The Prize-winning ESSAY must 
not be more than five thousand words, typewritten on one side of the 
paper only, It should be written in ENGLISH or HINDI, Two typed 
copies should be submitted by May 30, 1960. For details and the list 
of topics, please address : 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN 


233, Model Town, JULLUNDUR CITY (India) 
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embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life. 
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The Anglo-American Library Associations: An historical 
note en the beginnings. by R.D. Macleod, F.L.A, Editor of the Library 
Review. London: The Lihrary Association, 1958. 2sh. (Library 
Association Pamphlet No, 19) 

The history of the beginning of the Anglo-American Library 
Associations, given by the author in this pamphlet, will interest Indian 
readers for the reason that it is a fascinating study. The role of Dewey 
and other great librarians is described in a mannar that it has become 
inspiring. The author has dipped into old journals and woven a story 
which is gripping. We have a glimpse of the earlier conferences, the 
Presidential addresses and the papers read by well-known pioneers in the 
field. We commend the pamphlet to our librarians in order to find out 
how these library associations have grown. 

Statistics of Public (Rate Supported) Libraries in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland (1957—1958). London: The Library 
Association, 1959. 33p. 7s, 6d. (plus 2d postage) 

This pamphlet gives the reader detailed statistics regarding book 
stocks, lending library issues, income and expenditure, registered readers, 
staff, service points etc. It reveals that the total book stock was over 68} 
millions ; the total number of books issued for reading was nearly 432 
millions — an increase of 12$ million over the previous year; the 
expenditure was £17} million, of which over £4 million, went on books, and 
there were over 14 million registered readers—27 per cent of the population. 
The statistics area valuable supplement to those given in the Roberts 
Committee Report which we have welcomed in the editorials. 

Cataloguing: Theory and Practice; A Guide to the Student of 
Librery Science, by C.G, Viswanathan, F.L.A, Chartered Librarian, 

ent of Library Science, Banaras Hindu University. Second 
Edition, 1959. 337p. Rs. 16,00, (U.K, and other places 24sh, net, 
USA, $4.00) 

A practical book primarily intended for the professional cataloguer 

as well as for the cataloguing student. The first part deals with Library 
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catalogue, its history. catalogue codes, entries and their functions, descriptive 
cataloguing, physical forms. varieties of catalogues, cataloguing department 
organisation and administration, cost analysis,cooperation and centralization, 
union catalogues and documentation etc. The second part (Practice) 
concerned with the technique of making author, title, snbject, analytical, 
series entries etc. There are also three appendices: Appendix I deals 
with Select Aids and Guides for the Cataloguer, II, with definitions of 
terms commonly used in cataloguing and ITI, with cataloguing examination 
select questions. The short bibliographies (References) are also given at 
the end of each chapter. There isa foreword by Mr. V.S. Jha, Vice- 


Chancellor, Banaras Hindu University and a classified index at the end of 
the book. 


__ Mr. Viswanathan is a talented librarian, author of several books 
on Library Science and a profile writer on many. acpects of librarianship. 


His book should pi ove of great interest and value to the librarian,cataloguer 
and to all the teachers of cataloguing. 


Statistical Yearbook 1958: Tenth Issue-Statistical Office of 
the United ations: Department of Economic and Social Affairs, New 
York; United Nations. 1959, 612p. (Paperbound $6.50 or 46sh. 
Clothbound $8.00 or 57sh,) (Sales Agents: Orient Longmans, Calcutta, 
Bombay, Madras, !!ew Delhi and Hyderabad) 


This is the tenth issue of the United Nations Statistical Yearbook, 
prepared by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
which has already to its credit a large number of remarkable works. The 
pattern of tables is practically the same as was adopted in the Yearbook of 
1957, with the difference that a few tables (on expectation of life, economi- 
cally active population, ocean freight rates, value, quantum and remit value 
of imports and exports, cash operations and illiteracy) have been omitted. 
The addition of the new chapter ‘‘Production Summary”’,the new tables ia 
the chapter ‘External Trade” and Table 154A summarizing the aid to 
under-developed countries compensate the loss and are most welcome, 
The modification of a number of standing tables too isa good step taken 
by the authors. 


The tables, we are told, contain information received up to the end 
of November 1958. Over 150 countries or territories have cooperated in 
supplying the information and ‘‘others have made their national statistics 
available to the Yearbook by means of published documents.” 


The tables cover a wide range of highly important subjects such as: 
Population, Manpower, Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Industrial Product- 
ion, Mining, Quarrying, Manufacturing, Construction, Electricity, Gas, 
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Consumption, Transport, communications, Internal and External Trade, 
Balance of Payments, International Economic Aid, Wages and Prices, 
National Income, Finance, Public Finance, Social Statistics, Education and 
Culture. The Appendix contains conversion coefficients and factors. 


The encyclopaedic information vouchsafed by the Yearbook under 
review is not easily available and wherever it is available on some subjects 
it is scattered here and there. to which access is difficult. For under- 
developed countries, like India, the Yearbook is an indispensable document. 
For their students, it isa mine of information. It helps us in assessing 
our economic and social position vis-a-vis other countries and reveals our 
strength and weakness. The information can be highly useful for the 
students of Economics,the farmers and executors of our Plans and the social 
reformers. The Yearbook can be a base for further research work in the 
subjects on which it has supplied information. It can be discribed as a 
conglomeration of different research works carried on in different countries. 
We congratulate the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs on 
the stupendous work put in in producing the Yearbook. 


Indian Minority in South Africa, by $B. Mukherji. New 
Delhi : People’s Publishing House (Private) Ltd, 1959, 211p. Rs.10/-. 


International peace is being threatened and the United Nations’ 
efforts to seek Justice and equality are being thwarted in South Africa which 
has become a grave-yard for all progressive thought. At least that 1S 
apparent from the treatment being meted out to the ten and a half million 
non-white citizens of that country. How far that is historically true and 
how far that is unjustifiable and harmful is effictively shown in this book 
by Professor Mukherji. The tragic story of Indians in South Africa is well 
told. He rightly warns: ‘History confronts the white rulers of South 
Africa, among others, with a mighty challenge. Posterity will size them up 
by the manner in which they respond.” 


The author traces the history of the struggle of non-whites for 
existence from 1860 to the present day. The period is divided into five 
parts on which are based the five chapters of the book: 1860 to 1900; 1900 
to 1914; 1914 to 1927; 1927 to 1946 and 1946 to the present times. The 
factual and unbiased chronicles of events and legislation of the past century 
in South Africa, presented by the author, add to the charm and importance 
of the book. 


Prof. Mukherji mentions the series of inter-racial disturbances, 
the anti-Indian riots and gives the genesis of the trouble. He narrates how 
the joint Indo-African passive resistance movement has progressed in South 
Africa since 1952 and how the great treason trial has been going on. He, 
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however, frankly admits that the solidarity of the Indian community is 
threatened with division in its own ranks and that rich Indians are trying to 


have a seperate deal with the Government in order to protect their own 
selfish interests. 


In the Postscript Prof. Mukherji tells us how the fanatic 
Nationalists’ victory in the 1958 (April) general elections will affect the 
future of Indians in South Africa. The future is dark but he has hope that 
the ruling minority will not be able to impose its will upon a hostile 
majority for all time to come. It is a distant hope which will not 
materialise unless India becomes a great power to be reckoned with. 


The chapter on “Lake Success and After’ reveals how the voice 
of India was hushed. We wish the author had fully exposed the powers 
which stood for apartheid and supported South Africa. We hope that in 
the next edition he will throw more Ilght on the machinations of these 
powers to thwart the efforts of India to secure Justice for non-whites in 


South Africa and on the conspiracy to break the joint front of the Indians 
and South Africans. 


The book is highly readable. It reflects the fury of the Indian rnind 
avainst the injustices being perpertrated against non-Europeans in South 


Africa today and gives a timely warning to those who believe in pursuing 
those injustices. 


Nehru: A Political Biography, by Michael Brecher, London: 
Oxford University Press. 1959. 682p. Rs. 25, 00, Cloth-bound 42s, 


We have come accross a number of books on Nehru, but this work 
under review is decidely the best of all. We do not minimise the importance 
of others, but it excels them in many respects. 


This book is an outstanding contribution to the Indian political 
thought and to our contemporary history. The author has accomplished 
his difficult task extremely well. It is largely basedon documentary 
sources, “three days on tour with Nehru in a relaxed and informal 
atmosphere”’, interviews with hundreds of persons, among them Nehru him- 
self, Lord Atle@and Viscount Mountbatten-last of the British Viceroys-and 
prominent Indians. 


The book covers a fairly full account of Mr. Nehru’s home, his 
boyhood, youth, education at Harrow, Cambridge and the Inner Temple. 
Then come of his leadership in the Congress, his part in the Civil dissob- 
edience movement including imprisonment, truce with the Viceroy in 1931, 
mediator between Bose and Patel on the issue of federation in 1939, and 
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between Patel and Gandhi over partition, personal diplomacy, economic 
planning, States Reorganisation, Kashmir and Goa, gain of Kerala to the 
Communists, his attitude toward communism, Nagpur Resolutions and the 
place of India in Asia and in the world at large. 


The book contains a select bibliography, and reference notes cover~ 
ing all major statements of fact in the text. 


Mr. Brecher’s book is a remarkable presentation of the influence of 
a magnetic personality inspiring work that shaped the history of our country 
after the partition. 


Our Food, by M. Swaminathan and R. K. Bhagavan : With a 
Foreword by Dr. V. Subrahmanyan. Director, Central Food Technolo- 
gical Research Institute, Mysore. Madras: Ganesh & Co. (Madras) 
Private Ltd. 1959. 88p. Rs. 1 50 n.P, 


This is a well-compressed and clearly written book for public 
health and home science students and for social workers, school teachers and 
others interested in food and nutrition. 


The authors take the widest view of the term food—including 
composition, nutritive value and every other means by which food may be 
presented to the consumer in a wholesome and attractive condltion. 


Each main category of food is described in simple language. The 
book contains a number of useful appendices on net food consumption, 
calorific value and portein content of average national food supplies per 
person in different countries, weight conversation table and ‘Adult 
consumption unit’ coefficients. 


The World’s Great Speeches, edited by Lewis Copeland, 
Second Revised Edition, New York: Dover Publications,Inc, 1958, 754p. 
$2. 49. 


There is much learning and profound thought in this enjoyable 
book of 255 speeches by 216 speakers of all time. It is divided into four 
major sections, Part I, Great Speeches of Earlier Times, Part II, Great 
Speeches of Recent Times, represents the period tollowing the First World 
War and the entire period of the Second World War. Part III, Great 
Speeches of Our Own Day, gives us the years after the Second World War 
and continues up to the present. covering both domestic and international 
affairs, Part IV, Informal Speeches. 


The most striking are the speeches of Jawaharlal Nehru on ‘Asia 
Finds Herself Again’; Dag Hammarskjold on ‘Values of Nationalism and 
Internationalism’; Joseph Stalin on ‘Defend Every Inch of Soviet Soil’; 
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‘winston Churchill on’ Blood, Sweat and Tears’; Anthony Eden on ‘A 
Firm Policy’; Rabindranath Tagore on ‘Nationalism in India’; Sun Yat- 
sen on ‘National Morale and World Tranquility’ Dwight David Eisenhower 
on ‘The Spirit of Geneva’; Albert Einsten on ‘Peace in the Atomic Age’; 
Eleanor Roosevelt on ‘The United Nations as a Bridge’ and Lord Cecil on 
‘Englishmen and Americans’, 


At the end there is an Index of Topics, an Index by Nations, and 
an alphabetical Index of Speakers. The Topical Index will be especially 
convenient for those who wish to use the book as a guide in the planning of 
their own public addresses, or for locating quotable passages on specific 
subjects. A book that repays careful reading. 

A World Without Jews, by Karl Marx, translated from the 


original German, with an introduction by Dagobert D, Runes. New 
York: Philosophical Library, 1959. 51p. $2.75. 


This is the first unexpurgated English language publication, says 
the Foreword to the book, of the papers written by Karl Marx published 
in Germany as a review of the writings of Dr. Bruno Bauer (a contemporary 
theologian and social philosopher) “on the Jewish question”. It reveals how 
Karl Marx carried on a relentless campaign against Semitism and how his 
campaign became effective afterwards, even influencing the Socialists in 
Germany. 

In his Introduction Dr. Runes quotes Karl Marx at length to show 
how his (Marx’s writings have led to an undesirable wave of propaganda in 
the Soviet Union and China against the Jews, and how a false distinction 
been made between Zionism and Judaism, 


The booklet tells us that Marx was unsparing in his attack on the 
Jews, not only in Germany but also in France and North America. At the 
same time it unfolds an attack on Christianity, “the Christian State’, 
“burgeois society” and “feudal society”, and is an exposition of “liberty’’ 
as understood b Karl Marx. 


The second part of the book is devoted to the “capacity of today’s 
Jews and Christians to become free”. Marx feels that the “Jew’s founda- 
tion in our world’ depends upon two things: material necessity and private 
advantage. The object of the Jew’s worship is usuary and his worldly god 
is money. “Very well then; emancipation from usuary and money, that is, 
from practical, real Judaism, would constitute the emancipation of our 
time”, writes Karl Marx (P. 37.). Many other harsh words have been cited 
from Marx’s writings including “further comments on the Jewish question 


The booklet greatly help in understanding the genesis of the 
campaign against the Jews. 


JUNE 1959 49 





BOOKS IN REVIEW 


A New Mind for a New Age: A Call to Christian discipleship. 
by Alan Walker. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1959, 143p. $2 50, 


The Church and Religion face new problems today—the problems 
created by the new age. -Giving examples of different countries, the author 
answers how those problems can be grappled with. His plain answer is: 
“A new age is here; get a new mind to fit it”. His elaboration is: Have the 
courage of repentance; build the family first; seek the companionship of 
God and you will never be alone; materialism itself is an empty slogan: 
“God and immortality” is the right one’’. 


We are glad that like a true Christian the learned author gives a 


call for recial justice and equality and humble unity’. The world waits for 
those who respond to that call. 


He puts it beautifully well when he says: “Religion and Science are 
both necessary to the fulfilment of God’s purposes for mankind. Science 
meets some needs, religion supplies others. It is still true that in spite of 
all the advances of modern science the moment comes for us all when it 
liberally is God or nothing”. (P. 93 in “The Sputnik and God” chapter). 


The author attacks the cult of violence and says that our civilisation 
will perish unless an answer to the cult of violence is found and the spirit of 
merciful neighbourliness prevails. We wish he had examined here Gandhi's 
philosophy of non-violence. However, in the chapter on “New weapons 
for freedom” he hopes that “God can break the deadlock between East and 
West. Christ can end the armaments impasse’. ‘By faith, a faith for the 
future, we can face tomorrow unafraid”, he says. Finally, he gives a call 
to dedication, 


In spite of the author’s call to Christain discipleship, his book 
will enrich thought on international brotherhood and help pave the way for 
world peace and unity. His approach is new and his motives are sincere. 
He will command respect among readers of ali nations. 


Company Law and Problems of Corporate Enterprises, with 
an analytical study of Sastri Committee’s Report, by F.R. Ginwalla; 
with a Foreword by D.L, Mazumdar, Bombay: N.M, Tripathy 
Private Ltd, 1958, 21lp. Rs, 10,00, 


According to the Second Statutory Report on the working and 
administration of the Companies Act, 1956, for the year 1957—58, the 
Government is still confronted with “the increasingly complicated problems 
of corporate management and corporate finance and investment”’, and it 
proposes to amend the provisions of the Companies Act broadly on the 
lines of the recommendations made by the Sastri Committee. Mr. Ginawalla 
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examines at length in this book, the recommendations of the sastri Com 
mittee and suggests further improvements. 


The author explains the economic aspect of the Companies Act in 
Part I and analyses the Report of the Companies Act Amendment Commi- 
ttee in Part II. His is a sympathetic attitude towards the new legislation 
and that attitude is reflected in his commentary. He refuses to minimise 
the importance of the public Sector, but at the same time allays the fears of 
the private Sector by pointing out the justification of the Act. 


While analysing the Report of the Companies Act Amendment 
Committee (the Sastri Committee), he takes the important Sections of the 
Act, examines the amendments as suggested by the Committee and vochsafes 
his own opinion side by side. His commentary is refreshing and elucidating. 
The author doesn’t mince matters. For instance, regarding the tightening 
up of the penal provisions over which the Government’s mind is very much 
exercised, he says: The proposals of the Committee “will indicate that the 
time has arrived for tightening up the Company Law so that its provisions 
may be honoured more in their observance rather than in their breach’’. 
Elsewhere too he is frank and clear-minded. His elucidation of the Report 


of the Sastri Committee throws considerable light on the working of and 
the lacuna in the Act. 


Appendices I and II deal with special Sections and Accounts and 
the amendments as suggested by the Sastri Committee. Appendix III gives | 


the readers the case-law. 


The book will be found highly useful by lawyers, businessmen, 
shareholders, auditors and the interpreters of the Company Law. 


School Library Association, The Library in the Primary 
School: A Report of the Primary Schools Sub-Committee of the 
School Library Association. With a Preface by W.O. Lester Smith. 
London: School Library Association, 1959, 2nd impression, 100p. . 
Illus, 7s, 6d, 


This report is one of the most comprehensive guides provides. 
equally useful information on almost every aspect of primary school 
libraries; accommodation and equipment, selection of books, organization 
and routine, finance and bastc stock. Of particular interest are the 
beautiful illustrations from page 49 to 52. In part two, there is a brief 
summary of each section in the first part with references to the relevant 
paragraphs, 


The report also includes a summary of conclusions and recommen- 
dations. Appendices give detailed description of library techniques, such 
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as classification, accession registers, cataloguing and recording loans. A 
summary of the Dewey Decimal Classification scheme is also given The 
final appendix contains a list of books mentioned in the report. Indian 
librarians working in Higher Secondary School Libraries will find this 
report very absorbing indeed. 


Students’ Handbook 1959. London: The Library Association. 
7s, (5s, to members), post 6d, 


This Handbook contains, the regulations and syllabus of profess- 
ional examinations, a graded list of textbooks and works of reference, and 
copies of the examination papers set during 1958, The Handbook should 
be in the possesion of every progressive library in India. 
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LET 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN 


BE 
YOUR MEDIUM OF PUBLICITY 


The ADVERTISER will receive a good return for his 
publicity in the foremost library quarterly of India, becduse apart from 
its wide circulation, the quality of its readers in the Public, University, 
College, School, Technical Research, Special and Government Librar- 
ies is high. Thus it circulates among the best buyers all over the 
world. The Indian Librarian reaches librarians, bibliographers, 
ot scholars, publishers and booksellers in 72 countries of the 
world. 


Publications for Review and Advertisements should be 
addressed to The Indian Librarian. 
The pre-payable advertisements rates are: 
4 Numbers Single Number 
Full Page Rs. 300.00 Rs. 8.00 
Half Page Rs. 180.00 Rs. 50.00 
Quarter Page Rs. 100.00 Rs. 30.00 


N.B. Rates for Special Spaces on title covers 35% extra. 


Published four times a year, in MARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER, 
DECEMBER. 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN, 233, Model Town, Jullundur City, India. 
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A Guide to Government Libraries: Published for H.M. Treasury. Organi- 
sation and methods. London: H.M.S.O. 1958, 139p. 7s.6d 


A World without Jews, by Karl Marx. New York: Philosophical Library. 
1959, 5ip. $2.75. 


Best books for children: A Catalogue of 2700 of the best juvenils. New 
York: R. R. Bowker Co. 1959, 190p. $2.00. 


Catalogue of colour reproductions of paintings 1860 to 1959. Paris: Unesco. 
1959. 431p. $5.00. 


Culeodng Theory and Practice: A Guide to the Student of Library 
Science, by C. G. Viswanathan, Banaras: Hindu University Press. 1959. 
2nd edition. 337p. Rs. 16.00. (U.K. 24sh. USA $4.50). 


Commonwealth Archives Committee. Sixth Report: Covering the period 
1956/7—1957/8, Canberra 1958. 


Company Law and problems of corporate enterprise with an ont ical study 


of Sastri Committee’s Report, by F.R. Ginivala. Bombay. . Tripathi 
Private Ltd. 1958. 211p. Rs. 10.00. 


Construction accounting and financial management, by William E. Coombs. 
New York: F.W. Dodge Corporation. 48!p, $12.85. 


Delhi Library Association. Annual Report 1958—59. 20p. 


Dictionary of thought: From my writings and from 


7 evenings, by 

Dagobert D. Runes. New York: Philosophical Library. 1959. 152p. $5,00. 

Directory of periodicals published by International Organizations. 2nd ed. 
Published with assisstance of Unesco. Brussels 1, Belguim. Palais 
d’Egmond. 1959. 241p. $3.00. 


Faith and Love, by Rabbi Alexander Alan Steinbach. New York: Philoso- 
phical Library. 1959. 241p. $3.00. 


Grounds maintenance handbook, by H.S. Conover. New York: F.W. Dodge 
Corporation. 1958. Second edition 501p. $10.75. 


I believe in man, by Frederick Keller Stamm. Nashville: Abingdon Press. 
1959p. 77p. $1.50. 


I believe in the Church, by Elmer G. Homrighausen. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press. 1959, 108p. 10&p,. $1.50. 

Indian National Congress: A descriptive bibliography of India’s struggle 
for freedom, by Jagdish Saran Sharma. Delhi: S. Chand & Co, 1959. 
816p. Rs. 40,00. 

Library Personality and Library Bill: West Bengal, by S. R. Ranganathan. 
Calcutta: Bengal Library Association, 1958. 65p. Rs, 2,00. 

National Library,Calcutta. Monthly list of additions. Jan to March,1959.76p 

Nehru: A Political biography, by Michael Brecher. London: Oxford Univer- 
sity Press. 1959 682p. Rs. 25,00. 


Our Food, by M. Swaminathan and R.K. Bhagavan. Madras: Ganesh & Co. 
(Madras) Private Ltd. 1959 88p. Rs. 1.50. n.p. 
Paperbound books in print: Summer 1959: A guide to 6.000 inexpensive 


reprints and originals with selective subject guide. New York: R. R. 
Bowker Co. 1959, 201p. $2.00, 
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Reference Books: A brief guide for students and other users of the Library, 
Compiled by Mary Neill Barton. Baltiomore, Maryland: Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, 1959, 4th ed. 117p. $1.25. 


Rennaissance Cavalier, by John S. White. New York: Philosophical Library. | 


1959,°66p. $3.50, 

Report of Advisory Committee for Libraries. New Delhi: Ministry of Edu- 
cation, Govt.; of India. 1959. 14!p. (Publication no. 411) Rs. 4.50, 

Statistical Yearbook 1958. 10th Issue. New York: United Nations. 1958. 
612p. Paperbound $6.50. Clothbound $8.00 or 57sh. 

Students’ Handbook 1959. Loudon: The Library Association. 1959. 7sh. 

The Bible Speaks to daily needs, by Georgia Harkness. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press., 1959. 94p. $1.50. 

The Library in the Primary School: A Report of the Primary Schools Sub- 
Committee of the School Library Association. With a Preface by W. O. 
Lester Simth. London: School Library Association. 1959. 100p. 7s.6d. 

The Scierice of Philosophy.by Frank E. Lazowick. New York: Philosophical 
Library. 1959. 379p. $6.00, 

The Selection of retail locations, by Richard L. Nelson. New York: F. W. 
Dodge Corporation. 1958, 422p. $9.00, 

The Structure of the Public Library Service in England and Wales: Report 
of the Committee appointed by the Minister of Education. 1957. 
London: H.M.S.O. 57p. 3s.6d. net. (Comnd. 660) 

The World’s Great Speeches, edited by Lewis Copeland and Lawrence 
Lamm. New York: Dover Publications, Inc. 1958. 2nd Revised ed. 
XX—745p. Paperbound $2.49, 


Enhancement of Subcription Rate of 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN 


with effect from Ist January 1960 
India : Rs, 10/-. Foreign : 18sh or $4.60 


During the last fourteen years the size of The Indian 
Librarian has steadily expanded, having increased from 40 pages per 
issue in the year 1945 to 70 pages at the present time. During the 
same period also the expenditure incurred in the conduct of the Journal 
has nearly doubled itself. In these circumstances the Working Board 
have been reluctantly compelled to increase the annual subscription in 
India from Rs. 8.50 n.P. to Rs. 10. 00. and the foreign subscription 
from 16sh or $3.50 to I8sh or $4.00. In announcing this increase, the 
Working Board are confident that the necessity for it will be appreci- 
ated by our readers and subscribers and that they will continue to give 
their whole-hearted support to The Indian Librarian, 
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Unesco Publications 


World Survey ef Education, II: Primary Education. 

This volume, devoted entirely to primary education, forms a 
complement to the first volume. It contains some two hundred national 
ehapters accompanied by international studies. Diagrams showing the 
structure of educational administration, statistical tables,, and glossaries of 
terms. 1388p. Paper $26.00. or 130sh. 


The Small Public Library Building, by Hoyt R, Galvin and 
Martin Van Buren. 


The book is primarily aimed to help planners of small public 
libraries throughout the world, particularly in regions where library 
construction is still in its initial phase. It contains many illustrations of 
successful library exteriors and interiors for buildings of various sizes in 
different climatic and geographical conditions. 133p. $2.00 or 10sh. 


Education and Mental Health, by W.D. Wall. 


This attractive book presents, in eleven chapters, the major 
controversial issues in education and indicates their implications for mental 
hygiene. The book is intended to encourage discussion and practical action. 
It has accordingly been written in non-technical language and without 
adopting, either explicitly or implicitly, any other theoretical approach. 
8rd impression. 1959, 348p. Cloth $3.00 or 17/6d, 








MACMILLAN $7,500 AWARD 


The annual Macmillan Fiction Award is open to writers of every 
notionality; manuscripts must be in the English language, between 50,000 
and 200,000 words. The opening and closing dates for submission of 
manuscripts for the next contest will be January 1, 1960 and Merch 31, 1960, 
For full information, ask to see the official brochure or write to: 


Fiction Award Editor, 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 


60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N.Y, USA, 
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é Illustrations & Topical Cartoons 8 
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§ Foreign : 15sh, USA $4.00 RB | 
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IMPORTANT TITLES 


For Technical Libraries 


Grounds Maintenance Handbook, Herbert 8, Conover, 2nd 
edition, 1958, 503p, Illustrated. $10.75, 


This comprehensive work contains a vast amount of material of 
value to landscape architects and contractors, civil engineers, nurserymen, 
and those responsible for the grounds of golf courses,resorts and recreational 
areas, industrial and commercial projects of every description, and any other 
location where grounds must be developed and maintained. 


Following a good deal of useful information the subject matter is 
divided into chapters covering turf maintenance; planting and care of all 
types of trees and shrubs; methods, chemicals and equipment to control 
diseases, insects, pests and weeds; selection and use of equipment; specifica- 
tions for materials; control of erosion; maintenance of roads, parking areas, 
picnic areas and structures; painting, and dozens of other important topics. 
A detailed index insures immediate reference to any topic. 


Construction Accounting and Financial Management, by 
William E, Coombs, 1958, 490p. Illustrated, $12.85, 


This beautifully produced volume covers in detail such topics as 
prejob procedures, subcontracting procedures, purchasing policies, change 
orders, vouchering, control of receipts and disbursements, classification of 
accounts, financial statements and reports, auditing, insurance, business 
machines. Also analyzed are the necessary procedures for accounting for 
labor, materials, supplies, equipment, subcontract costs, overhead, income 
and hundreds of other items. 


The book will prove valuable reading for contractors, tax attorneys, 
financial personnel concerned with construction financing and credit, and 
all accountants dealing with the construction industry. 


The Selection of Retail Locations, by Richard L, Nelson, 
1958, 422p, Illustrated, $9 00, 


This modest book presents a complete study of the many factors 
involved in selecting locations for stores, shopping centres, banks, and any 
other establishment selling consumer goods or services. Among the key 
issues covered are the influence of decentralization, retail compatibility, 
downtown versus outlying locations,volume estimating, analysis of shopping 
centres, and solutions to the problems of older shopping districts. Addi- 
tional data is providad on business hours, parking space, financing and 
leasing considerations, rent-advertising ratios, design, and other related 
subjects. The work is intended primarily for all retail owners and managers, 
architects, loan and investment officers for banks and insurance companies, 
as well as me nbers of merchants’ and businessmen’s associations, real estate 
boards, and civic planning groups. 


F. W. DODGE CORPORATION 


119 West 40th Street, New York 18, N.Y, 





Printed by Sant Ram Bhatia, at Kapur Art Press, Adda Hoshiarpur, 
Jullundur City and published by him from 233 MODEL TOWN, 
Jullundur City (India) Editor: Sant Ram Bhatia 































Books of Exceptional Interest 


A Dictionary of Thought; From My Writings and From 
My Evenings, by Dagobert D, Runes, 1959, 152p. $5,600, 


In this one superb volume, is the distillation of a lifetime- 
the best thinking of one of the major philosophers of our time. 
Consisting of short, epigrammatic reflections on man, his beliefs, 
behaviour and institutions. A Dictionary of Thought is a treasure 
house of wisdom, sincerity, and deep insight. Here area few of his 
shorter “definitions”: Age: ‘Man's true age lies in the life span 
ahead of him, not the span behind him’. God: “Is not worried 
about His enemies, I feel, but some of His defenders are frightening to 
behold.”” Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you say you do.” 
“Hate; Whatever you love, you are its master; whatever you hate, you 
are Jn slave. ‘This book is sure to evoke a response from every 
reader, 


The Nature of things, by Don Hawley, 1959, 187p, $3.75. 


This work is a novel approach to the nature of all things in 
that it views the Universe as a Spiritual-material continum. As such 
it formulates a general mystical-Philosophical-scientific picture of 
everything from the microcosm to the macrocosm while not refusing to 
accept the probability of non-sensual reality. Among its challenging 
and revolutionary prcposa!s isa refutation of the strict Darwinian 
Theory of Evolution, a solution to spontaneous creation of matter in 
space, arefutation of Time Dilation in the Theory of Relativity, an 
explanation of. receding galaxies (energy dissipation) and a logical 
destruction of the concept of materialism. In short, it is a bold 
challenge against the spiritual pessimism caused by the rise of 
materialism in science. 


The Science sf Philosophy, by Frank E, Lazowick, 
379p.$6,00, 


1959, 


Revealing the discovered Dimensions of all Reality (a 
metaphysical Periodic-Table). These Dimensions, Seven-denote the 
Categories of Capacities and Behavior-Media of Man-the basic-ultimate 
Principles of all Societal—Cultural Institutions—and the Attributes of 
God—the SAME Seven in each case-a perfect Consilience of 
Inductions. With their aid the only real System of Philosophy is 
constructed. 


Order from 


PHILOSOPHICAL 


Publishers 
15 East 40th Street, New York 16, N.Y. — 


LIBRARY 


wv wy 
BW WDD POX A A A a Be we Dv 


SF FI PO De we es 


Please meation INDIAN LIBRARIAN in writing to Advertisers 





& 


